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Srstematic Thiclogv: Ite Validitv and Its Linmitations (15)

TII. A Recomm2ndad ‘sproach to Systematic Theolory

A. Sezk a truly objective attitude

T+ {& the o~inion of th2 -resent writ?r that a ~or: nhi-ctiv: attiruds in
the =tudy and vriting of svstematic theologv is grzatly nred=d. The fact rhat
many students of the subject ar= also nreac’=rs and ~ro~acandizare for th= cr=ar
truths of salvation mav fand to reinforez the common human t=2ndency to h-
equally dogmatic on all matters, including *thos= that rest on mere assumption or
infzrence. Somz hooks on svstematic th2o0logv pass lightly over matters on which
therz is general agreemant while strongly urging accentance of thz author's
particular view on secondary questions or on those parts of his system that rest
on inference rather than on clear Scrintural teaching.

Positive acceptance of the complete inerrancy and dependability of th=
divine revelation is vital to progress in svstematic theologv. On questions of
interpretation a more objective attitude can lead to detsction of long-acceptad
fallacies and to rejection of erroneous hvpotheses.

B. Recognize the incompleteness of our knowledg=.

Progress in systematic theology would be advanced rather than hind=sred by
frank recognition of the fact that manyv matters of great importancs to the undzr-
standing of the universe have not beasn revealed to humanitv. ‘’e can stand
solidly upon what God has revealed but should rzcogrnizes that God's world douht-
less involvzas many concepts that He has not chbsen to revszal to ys. Few men can
understand all the intricaci=s of the construction of a {et planz, How then can
wz e2xpect that God wouldﬁégilhﬁa give us matarial for comnlate understanding of
all the details of !Yis narure and of His :1an? The causa of systematic theolocv
vrould ~2 advanced v franli admiesion that ther= ars many matt-=rs on which

~matzriil {or d-cision is ao< =2vaila-le *» us.
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