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Svstematic Theolony: Its Validity and Tte Limirarions 9)

I1. The Linitations of Svstematic Thzolosv

A Limited to pronositions reasonably deduced from Biblical data.

It must be recopnized that a valid system of theologv must he based onlv on
the Bible., !f:re arguments from analogv are worthless. Thev can onlv suggest
auestions to invssticate. Thilosonhical or ratioral artampts to exrlain =tsrnal
thines can b= us2ful by raising questions that may be talen as a basis to search
the Scrirrturz to sz2 whsther it givss an answar to th=am, but cannot be takzn as a
basis on which to build anv solid ~roposition of svstematic theologv.

B. Limitations caused by recognition of purpose of Bible

1. Practical nature of Biblical writings

It must be recognized that thz Rible's nurnosz is fundamentallv practical
rathzr than theorztical. A man who was born with no sense of sight would nzad 2
revelation from othzrs to 2nable him to understand his environment or to accom-
nlish the n=2cessary tasks of 14ifs., This irformation would insvitablv includs a
certain amount of information that did not have a direct bzaring on his life, but
tinls might bz quite incidental. Anv attemnt to explain to him the beautv of a
sunset or the variatious of color in a masternisce wvould bz useless. Th2 nuryoss
of the Eible is primarilv to show thie Christian how to conduct hims21f in this
life, and how *to xnow God, *rithout vhor life is meanineleas., Tt was not vritten
in order to civz »im an undarstanding of all thz prineinles of the universe, It
should be rz2cognizz=d that th=re mav be very important nrincinles of the divin=s
pzing that hav2 no dircsct imnortance for jwman life on this zarth, and that ars

no* touch-d u;yon in <he Hible,
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