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study, 1t is not a problem for evangelical systematic theoloev, since 21l 1ho
use ths name "evangelical’ agrze on the sixty-six books in Protestant lihies.
5. The lack of original manuscrints
It is somatimes alleged that the Bible do=zs not rresent a satisfactory banis
for ultimate trutli sincz all the original manuscrints have disaprear=d and thar-

ar

many nlaces at which the available manuscripts differ.
It must be freelv admitted that no original manuscript exists and that tharz
ar= noints whers certaintv as to the original readinc is lacking.

If God had chosen to do so He could have preserved th2 orieinal manuscrints
intact and perfect in every point. The fact that 'z did not do so shows *that
this was not liis plan. Since Scripture is written in human wvords, and human
words inevitably oresent a certain amount of ambiguity and uncertainty, the
slight added uncertainty raised by textual criticism do2s not gr=atlv comnlicate
the matter. Solid tﬁ?ology can b2 hased with certainty on verses where thers is
no taxtual nroblem. Although manv textual variants occur in manuscrints, the
overvhelming mass of them mak2 no more difference to the thought than wheth=r a
word is spsllad "honor” (as in America) or "honour (as in Eneland).

‘laterial for determination of the reading of the original is far more
plzantiful for the Bibls than for any other writing from ancient times. ur know-
ledge of som2 classical worke is based on onlyv one manuscrint, and rhat pzrha»s a
cony made many centuries after the time of the lost original. For avery parc of
the Bible ther:z arz hundreds of manuscripts and for some parts there ara thou-
sands. Sufficisnt rmaterial is availahle for determination of the exact msaning

of the original in most jlacss. What added ambiguitv therz is adds littl:z ro ths

amount of amhipuirv that Is inevirablv ~resent in arvthing vritren in human words.

A. A. MacRae
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