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bystematicTheologv: Itg Validity and Its Limitations (4)

nis thinking. 7Yzt this univzrsal recognition of the existence of moral lav pives
no indication as to its details. Acute human reason mav estahlish one sat of

moral principles: equally acute human reasoning may establish an entir=ly differ-
ent set. Apart from revalatipn from God no valid foundation can be found for the

details of any moral standard.

I. The Validity of Svstematic Theology
A. The Basis for a Valid Systematic Theology
By definition a Christian is one who has come to a realization of his sin
and of his lost condition and has receivad Jesus Christ as Saviour aad Tord.
Through the inner witness of the Holy Soirit he knows that God is rzal and that
Christ is God. Through his exverience of repentance and forgiveness he knows
the reality of the moral law and he realizes that th= answer to all moral
osroblems is to be found 1n Christ.
Since the Christian recognizes Christ as Saviour and Lord hs must necessar-
ilv accent whatever Christc téaches as bindine and authoritative. Even 1if he wvere
simnlv to take the Gospels as valid historical documents, apart altogether from
quastions of verbal inspiration, he would find in them inescapable evidence that
J=sus Christ recognized the 0ld T=stament as a revelation from God, nresenting
truths that otharwise could ~ot b=z kno-m but that are absolutely certain because
taught in God's Word. !z vould also find that Jesus laid the foundation for a
second Testama2nt that would add to th~ total of divirely insrired and 2ntirsl-~
trustworthv material.
Like any fizld of knowizdre, theology must bz based on data. One who trics
to l=arn facts abour God from human reason or ~hilosonr is in z “nsiticn similar
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to thar of a2 man, livine in Purop=z in rhe M{ddl- Ag=s, o mizht d2gir- ro Lo
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