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I1 Thess. 213 Page 6.

0f 8in mast occur before the Doy of Christ. 3ome commentators ssy that Paul

simply is inconsistent. George ¥1lligen spesics of "the want of system which
charscterizes so much of his (Paul's) eschatology both here snd elsewhere"
end quotes from the German profassor Deissman: "One must be prepmred for =

surging hither snd thither of grest thoughts, feelings, expectations.® But

“fpy  the believing Christisn the problem cannot simply be pushed aside with a

remark thet Paul s inconsistent. We do not expect inconsistency in a great
apostle, writins under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

So we must examine the possage more cearefully and see if wé can diascover
wh&ﬁ'?#nl rezlly mesnt, Flrét. we notice thet he did not ssy that thes§ 
q?enté’ﬁust precede the rapture of the church and its meeting with.Chfist.
but simply thet they mist precede the day of Ohriet., What does he mean by
Hthe déy of Chriet™ Tozasible the phrase refers to something vhich begins,
not when the velievers meet the Lord in the eir, but when tha Tord snd the
bélieveru return together to this earth. From eny viewpoint this latter
event mist be later th;n the former, since I Thess. 4117 clearly states
that 1t is in the air'aﬁd nﬁt upon this earth, that the church meets the
Iord.

Psﬁl, then, tells the Thesssloniens not to be troubdled by the ides
that the day of Christ has already come. Before that day comes, two events
will gccurt firs%,there will be $the falline away"; then thé man of sin will
be ravealed. As the Fnplish version stands this flatly contradictsathe
teaching of many other Hr_T. presages, including one by Paﬁl himsolf. and in
addition, it zives rs a clear sign, something which might be sald elready to
have oceurred when the Christien epa was herdly more than well started. How
would one know which apostasy was redlly the epostasy referred tot after all,
no epostasy has heen mentioned at all in the Thessalonhen episﬁlea'up to this
point,

The problem ofj}?&hess. 2 was one which baffled me, until guite recently.

I d1d not believe that Paul here contradicted the rest of the New Testament,

but I wes quite uncertain how to deal with 1t. Recently a letter came to me
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