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God Conaidera it important that we tske them to heart snd accept the 16515&1
conclusions thet flow from ﬁhem..'Thislbeing the case, the doeivetan seems plain,
that the first absolutely clear evidence tha Christisn will have, that the return

of thiat will be in one century rather than in another, will be the sudden

snatching up of the church to meet the Tord in the air, Clearly there can never

be n day when one“eanlstate with certainty, that the church will not go to Jjoin
1tsILord on that particular day.

While & few statements in the Cospels seem at first sight not to fit with
this conclusion, each of these ylelds readily on clcse examination. There is only
one passage in the Bible which seemed really diffiecult to reconcile with tﬁis
oft-fépga&ed teaching. Strangely enough, that passage is in II Thess. 2, end
hence-addraaaed to the very people to whom Paul, in I Thess. 5, hadlgiven.an.
sxhoftatiqn to godly Ckristian living based on the fact that the Lord.might
suddenly and unexpectedly czll Eis church to meet Him in the alr. .

.T£e=problem rélatea to II Thees, 2:1=-12, and . more partiéﬁlarly to verses
2 gndlg;_ As these verses stand in the Aunthorized Version, they geem'ditectiy to
canltr‘;dict tha rest of the New Testament., They seem %o say: “boﬁ’_t g’gt excited
and 'th'i_nk that the day of Christ is at hand. That day cannot come un'tiz two
str;king events occur: first. thére.gast be a failing away: and aneonﬁlyhthe man
of sin_mﬁét be revealed and mﬁaE-try £ sk people worship him és.Gﬁg.“' It
soﬁnds'aslif Paul is teaching the exact opposite of the meny ‘verses in the gospels
(ﬁﬁd evan in I Thessalonians) which urge Christisns to be ready for the return of
Ch'r_:s;,;-t.- at any time, since they never know when it gg@écemw. .

However, a nmoment's thought makes one wonder whether this can be the true

interpretation. even aside from the apparent contradiction of so many other passages,

Tvo éigns soem to be given, so that one need never fhink of the return of the Lord
as even possidly at hand until these two signs are fulfilled. ?ha firat-cf these
signs is designated in the Authorized Version as "a falling awsy". Does this mean
that the return of Ghria£ may,be near, until there is an apostasy ffom the faithi

If go, it cannot have been & useful sign for any great length of time, since the
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