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Goapeie} Christ maolres this a speciél reason for coneistent Christian living. In /g

-tweifth-chapﬁer of Iuke, = secticn with no perticular stress on detanils of es-

ohatoingye Chriet urges the &isciplaa to be like men that serve a Naster who may
return at any time (v. 36-40). Ee stresses the happiness of those who are found
sngaged in faithful service when their lord comes back., whether Eils return be
enrly or 1ate; "Be ye therefore ready also: for the Scnm of man cometh at an
hour when ye think net”.

This emphasis of Iuke 12 is by no means isolated. Matt, 2@:36._&2 and 44
Hatt. 25313; Ha:k.ljzjﬁ. 33.'and 35; end Tuke 21:36. =all contain similar in-
Junctione end declarstions thst no human heing is able %o know Juat when Jesus.
will come back., In I Thesas. 511-8 Paul takes up this note. Declaring that the
return of the Iord is as impossihle for 2 human beins to predict as the Eoming of
a thief in the night. he urees Christians to be always falthful, so that 1t will
not come upon them as somwthiﬂg‘fof which they are not ready.

In I Thess. 4:4-18 Pan) fave n detailed plcture of the ahéae of the return:
of Christ_whiéh relates to Belisvers. He declared thet ot the retura of Christ

1

the dead in Chriast &wp@r? rige first: then the living believers apad the newly
: )
raaurraeted Christiens Xewdd becmught up together to meet the Lord in the alr.
Matthew Henry called this e#enﬁ,“thia repture into the clouds", It would seem,
then, thet this rapture of the saints is the first recosmizable event connected
with Christ's return.
If this conclusion were based upon one passage alone, 1t might be feared that

g mistske of exegesis could 1le at its foundstion. When, however, we find it

taught that even in tt; days of the spostles men were to expect Christ at eny
Hpare é( syer 112
time and to de Ke&nto meeg/ ;Uf V.. Colnejy end when we find this teaching

—

repeated over snd over, we have no gigh;q%;H?pek to evsde its clea: implication.
It is true'thét some of the statementsgin Magk and in Iunke leare_parallel to
some of these in Matthew. Wevertheless. the fact that the Foly Spirit thourht
it important to racor& so meny of the statements of Christ on this theme, and to

ceuse more then one fiospel writer to preserve some of them, 1s surely proof that
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