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The second chapter of Paul's second epistle to the Thesaalonzqna has long
been = puzzle to students of Bibliczl eschatology. since it seems, in our common
Enelish translation, to contradict the teaching of meny other portions of the
Hew Testament.

A1 through the New Testament the return of Christ i3 preseated as the
great hope of the church. WNaturally this event has many phases. especially as
1t relates to different types of people. To demand that everyﬁhing predicted
in cennection with Christ's return should take place in coune dsy, or even in
one decade, wounld be as unreascnsble as to demmad that al) the 0ld Tssgament
predictions about His first coming shonld have been fmlfilled in one dsy. It
would not have hHeen beyond that powersof Cod to have fulfilled all tha.old Testament
predictions of the coming of the Messizh in one ﬁay. The Almighty could have
so sccelerated matters that the miraculouns conception of Christ, Fis dirth at
Bethlnh@m..ﬁia preaching in Galilee, His betrayal by Judas, His crueifizien and
resurrpctionjcnuld have taken place in one day, or at least in one year. Actually.
however, we find these and cther predictions spaced cover a.peried of more then
thirty years, and many of the 0.T. predictions of Messish's coming still await
fulfiliment at the second Advent. Juat how close or how far spart the dlfferent
rhases of this latter might be, can no more be assumed without clear 3iblical
evidence than ccould have been done regarding the phases of the first Coming.

As one examines the New Testament statements, it 1s difficult to escape the
conviction that the first recosmizable phase of the Coming is the one which relates
particularly %o t&bse who know Christ as Saviour and Iord. This conclusion is
based not merely on some one passage, bdat on the oft-repeated exhortation to the

Christian to be sctive and virsllant in view of the fact that his TLord will return

aﬁ'akzﬁkﬁ.there is no particular reasen to expect Eim. Over and over in the



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Papers.htm


