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July 2 Friday |
Not Dead tmt Aslesp

'And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ados

and weep?! the damsel is not dead, but slespeth.

| To every hnl!an being there comes a time wﬁen he stands beside ik
the coffin of one dear to him and knou. that the body before him will
never .again. spesk and respond to his affection. It 1s a.-tq;_-ri_.blo"_;-gng’nt'_.:.'-;_"_'._-
particularly for those who do not know the Word of God. A1 the .;1;_‘;.;-
Plans and schemes of 1ife, all its Joys and sorrovs, sll its hopes and
fears, md in darhd_u and silencs, if human knmowledge is the onlyplm :

where we can seek an answer to the problem of death.

The Bidble, .hnwnnr; being God's Word, zives us truth that we could
not pos’éi.b_ly._.gain in any other way. It tells us _that death 18 not the end
at all. It is merely a pmase ia the functioning of the human body. It is
louuhat sinnnr to the experience of alesp which comes 8¢ oﬂ(&_n in th. :
course of our lives. It is merely a changs in a mods of exiatence, To Bhe
umu means a changs from a 1ife of mingled Joy and sorrow to an mri-
ence of unalloyed torment. To the rightecus, 1t means the end of a situa-
tion in which Christian Joy is mixed with the misery that is commca o this
1ife, and the beginning of eternal bliss and happiness. It 1s a change of
situstion. It is not death or cessation. | o

ot course, daa.tli s not like sleep in the sense that it means loss o:t_.
mmibua:__n;si.. It means a break with the normal experiences that are so
common here, tmt an entry into a new type of consscious experience. It is
like sleep in that it is an intermediate mode of existence. It ia m:. |
sleep in that there is to be an awskening from it, aqrawahning into m

greater Joy at the resurrestion of the dead.
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