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(5)
When making room for the period of sevi. jears in Nebuchadnezzar's
life it would seem {0 have beeun better if tue autuor coula have
stated wietaer or not Laugdon assigns the tablets for tue gaps
mentioned on page 20 to any particular year, insteau of raising
the doubt as to wanetuner Le assigaed taem to dates waicu woula
make the scvem year period less likely., Finally the suppositioa
that & regency would be:deemed preferable to an wvil-ilerodacu (295)
Beems to be airectyi‘eoutrary to the author's statcmeunts on a
previous page (265) that weaklings soon ceased to reign in
Babylonia, and taat“some more a,.ressive, self-assertive, or
intelligent brotiher or rival speedlly maue an énd orf tinem by

a8gassination or rzbellion.”

The present writer Goes not <now enoug. about the languages
to discuss tue argument about tne Kusdim ana the gzldus, but he
wishnes tuat late writers had beecn kept out of tne discussion,
Diodorus siculus,"wno lived in tue time of Caesar aad Augustus,®
«uintus Curtius "probabl, of tane seconu century A. L. ™, Arrian
"prefect of vappaaocia uauer uadrian™, and otuers wao lived
earlier but loc late to be of any great value, are liberally used
in the argument., wWilliaw of Iyire aac A‘A’A’:zraf 'g.;‘/&o , werc
both iln rales;iné witnin a century of tae Eirs% Cfﬁsﬁag are’conw-
sfaered practically wortuless authorities for tuaat expcuition,
while such men asJohn of Ypres writing in the West two centuries
or more afterwards contribute absolutely notning except as they
quote earlier sources. Is not thc very point of tue Kasdim
question tnat the usage 13 supposed to represent the custom of
a later age3 way them use the writers of that age, who were

admi ttedly surrouusded by the customs of taat later age, 10 testity

concerning eveants in tne earlier ase.
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