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Perry, Ben Edwin, The Ancient Romgnces (Univ. of Calif. Press) 1967
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P 9? What mlght he oalled the canon of Greek'roﬁance. comprising the authors

98 juet ment ioned, had been establisned some two huhdred years before the
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text of eitner Gharlton or Xenophon of Epnesus was dlscovered ard published
(Chariton in 1?50 and Xenoohoﬁnin 1?26) The fact that Ch;riton was the latest
of the romancers to be made knownlto the modernhruhlic, and thqt Heiiodorus, Longus,
and Achilles had for many &ears been accepted as standard createdmtoe false im-
oreeeiooi)strong tnoogh ;o£waohs;15ﬁsi§ rea;ooed —th;twnrewrodaoce was nlso the
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iafeef of ite xlnd to be written and tne complete absence of any sure reference
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to this autnor in either ancient or Byzantine writere encouraged the oeTlef that he

r 3 - ~— [N i 1 e
)"‘-"- + il e I— R R e -, Vi Leey il a8 1 <

Was unlmportant and so, oresumably, 1ate.' We owe the preservation of his book,

along with tngt of Xenoohon of Ephesus to a simgle manuscript of tne thirteenth
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' century, wnicn remalned the orOperty of a emall Florentine monastery untiT late
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in the elrhteenth century, when 1t was transferred to the great MedICEan library.
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- p 1?6 The word “development“ 1mplies a steady progression in the same direction,
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and in the seouence of tlme, towards a single preconceived end or obgect but
there is no such thing 1n 1iterature, as tnere 1s for example, in the mgnufgcture
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of oaesenger automobilee meant for speedy, safe and comiortable transportation
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What was tne end toward whlch the anclent novel moved? Every different novel aimed,
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neoessar11y, at a d1fferent polnt on the compaes of aesthetlc value ano orientgtion.
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p. 282 So much for the etructﬁral featuresﬁoﬁ_Fhe1Apo}e;an;§ppry\and_the gsesthetic

effects that they produce. .More.important,.for the realization of where Apuleius

. -Wwith his Metamorphoses stands in the history of prose fiction, is the fact that he

has superimposed upon a basically comic, picaresque or satirical narrative, which was

, - something: cold and impersonal, the warm idealbygluos_pf;sympathetic;character portrayal

which had previously been exploited only in poatryp, exceptminsofar as they had spilled

.,over. occasionally ;n;g;hietoriographxﬂand.oiher‘prose_ﬁo;qe,wherein they were contra-

_band elements, as in Herodotus(cf. p. 251 above).
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