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Perry, Ben Edwin, The ancient Romgnces (Univ, of Calif. Press) 1967

p. 13 >-=-of=descent,;inatega,ef;being straoight or perpendiculsr,. as in normgl
biological evolution (and dn what is often assumed for. the. less-known Greek. 1
romance) , woulierun.back:and;ﬁqrthfandelateraliy-inamany*dirEctiens,.xazsaxqe
nothing!df-ita.héing broken at magny points by the absence of any plausible connection
in causglity. v Nor would :the resultaofrourwqueet-ﬁor"a generative principle .be

any better.if the.noveliwere!divided into a number of separste:spécies and an effort
made to trace leach ef;themnbgckfthrough.intermediate stages; of growth to:gn gncestral
form. Whati about that form?: Was: it ;purvosely created, as .we gre maintaining that all
forms are, or ‘wgsvit 1nher1;ed”by:evqlutioniﬂromatheafirst literary .from on earth?
The 1ast.mention9dicould=not'be.the-result\ofﬁerolution;*since:no literary composi-
tions precededwif; and' litergture ' itself; being a . mgan-made .thing, .cannot, like flesh
or inanimate.maxter;mbe;trgbed¥30?anfqrigin:earlierxxhan-man;i It.did not ispring from
the ogk-or the rock. |The first literary composition, orcits‘oral eduivglent, which
constituted at (the same.time:what-we call ai'literary from, was made by a human artist
acting-delibergtEthunderétheeguidanqegdf”a preqenceived.purposeg;fThat»iensprething
that cannot be ‘denied; gnd wouldnnot;beudenie&.bmeaqy-sﬁudentﬁoﬁyliterature;gnot even
by onefofithdsefﬁhOSe habitstof-thinking in this'field have otherwise been damaged by
the analogyeof:bidlogicQL;evolution;wandkby;thE'eQnally;misieading:notignfafypregress
and gradugl development toward ‘perfection (perfection of ‘what?). . . & wuu

244 4 4 pr & % 3 lles L) ! AR :

P. 15 In explalnlng the appearance of a type of book or comnoeition for wnich no
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plausible forerunners can be cited in extant literature. it is customary to assume
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the loss of a number of ancient writlngs - or forms of a legend in cases where
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1iterature is confused with folklore - each of which nresumably showed an advgnce
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beyond its predecessor in tne appr0priate direction This is that develogmen

wnich stuaents under the mere spell of the word S0 often feel oblrged to discover
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wherever they can, as if it were a neceSSgry clue to the understanding of all literary

&

hlstory, or tne same thlng as what may he loosely(if not without some danger), called

the evolution, ie.e., the changing, or flux of litergture.
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