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Durihg this time of wide expansion Christians had continued to

“expect the return of their Lord. Their religion was not simply a

ﬁetter of ethics; they Adf did not merely go out and urge Eeople.to
obey the goldeneruie:dr to do good. Threy were the bearers.of goed
news, declaring the glad tidings that.ﬁesus hed paid the venelty for
sin, and that ali'who.should believelon Him wouid receive & new

1ife in Christ., . Yet.this was not all of their message.  Bven

as they locked back to something wonderful which had occurred, they
also leokedlforward_to something wonderful that ﬁas'going to

occur. Al through the New Testament we find it clezrly indicated
that the Chrlqtian had both a backward and a forwa rd 1 ook. Every
time that the words of the apostle Paul ﬁfé/féﬁﬁ’fasmin 1 Corinthiz ns
11 are read in the Communion service_we find this note brought out:
"Fof as often as ye eat this bread,and drink this cup, ve de shew

the Lord s death till ‘he come.™* Christians look back to the Lofd’ﬂ

death:-as the foundation of their belief and of their life; thev look

 forward to the time when He will come ba ck to this ea rth a'gain‘

as the culmination of_all'their hopes and desires for fullness of
joy and glory. | .
*1 Corinthians 11:26.

In the first epistle which Paul wrotej/ he described the faith of
the Thessaloﬁians as having these two aspects.. He pfaiced them beca use
they had J"turned to God from idols to Sere the llving and true Cod
and to wait for his qo¢¢ from heaven, wnom he raised from the dead,
even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to ceme."%. From
the very beginning'of the spread of the Gbspalﬁgfbe—éﬁﬁﬁﬂe this note

had E&T*ﬁdd been stressed. It continueé to enjoy prominence in the
the various’ ' ' ' '

 lgtes- writings of £XX/fH¢ apostles. That Paul had no change of heart

ﬁ%" re arding the impo the return of Chricst in luter ea rs in
LT MM f ungt) ¥ * . o

_ﬁ“clearlv shown in. : .
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