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IWhoIe denominations hsve held great-cohtrqvarsies involving tremendous emotions

and separations over a period of years because of an insistance on putting &ll their_

emphasis on two or three verses of Scripture, verses which often the other denomina-

‘tions would interpret in afdiffcrcnt way.

On many subjects if one takes two or three verses of the Bible alone it is
easy to get an impression very“dirfercnt from what would be secured by taking two
or three other verses of the Bible alone., Thus some have tzken the statements
about the temptatlona in the flesh as a reference to the vile body, or to the body i (\
of thls death to meazn that the body is evil and only the spirit is good and there-

neglects
fore whatever neglect or-even destroys the body is desirable. It is easy to find

verses in the Bible on which to found a strictly ascetic attitude, yet one finds

other verses which tell us that the body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, that one

has respoﬁﬁibility to care for the body, Thé-Bib}g doag not contradict itself,
fortions of it taken by themselves simply gi;c-uﬁ'a.view of one portion of truth.
They need to be checked and %qrified by being compared with other portions.
Itis far easief simply to take a few verses of Scripture and'cbnstruet.a theory
and then fit everything into this theory, but i£”;a_not_thg'way to get truth. As a
stuﬁent in a.théological ﬁeminary,-ii was my éxpcrience'to hear great truth ﬁresented
_fram the Bible;-graxt-Christian truth and excelleﬁt p;gsenpgtion of Seriptural evidence
' for these_truths.ﬁ However, it was shocking to hedr_ths-snmn profe&aor when questioned
about verses th;t;eenod seemed at first sight to contradict these truths, insist on
explaining these ve:&?s in #uéh & way that they either meant nbthing at all, or meant
exectly the opposite of uhnt a auperficiél reading of them seemed to say. The result
was that as far as most of the class was concerned these other verses might just as
well not have beend_in the Bible at all. Actually God put the statements in the Blble

”
for a purpose. They do not contrgd;ct m&ttorg that are otherwise clearly taught

~ elsewhere “in _s&ﬁiptu:g;_ They may however prevent us from extreme m151nterpre~ - i
 tations of these other matters. They enablee us to see aspects of truth that weg

'.lwdﬁld”ﬁot-sge otherwise. They may add~ of signlficance to our 1nterpret1ng of
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