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The Facts sbout J, E, Dand P : 3

~During the 19th century various Germsn scholars pmanted widely |
difﬁenng theories mgax‘ding tha origin of the first five books of the Bibla. Mo
one of these theories gaiﬂesi complete ascendancy um:il 1878, whm a particular g
theory strikingly different £~‘m most of the views previously held, was advmwd

_by Julius We},_lha_nsm* This new theory was ;mhl:lcizﬂd throughout the English-
spea]dng werld by S. R, Driver and other faificmrs of Wellhausen. Even thfmgjﬁ _
_nearly a t:entury h.as passead in the course of which no new evidence for the

theozy has been discovered, it is today baing widely taught in almost the

identical fom in which it was then pmsente_d‘-

8y A great part of the reason for the acceptance of the multidecument

~ theory advanced by Professor Wellhausen in 1878 was the fact that he based it

upon his skillful presentation of a particular idea of the development of

Israelite religion, This ides, however, has now been almost wniversally

discarded, Fow scholars today hold to a theory of lisbrew religious development

- that is even spproximgtely similar to that upen which Wellhausen based his idea
'ﬁf‘-t}m ._ngs of the Pentateuch, and fet Wellhausen's mat}md_ o_:f. di}ridinig: these
. alleged #ugrces,-- and his view of the dr@ar_ of their composition (although based
| -'m a theory of developnent no longer held), are still being presented as
| established fact. | |

6. An essential feature of the theory, as taught by meﬁssor B:ellhausen,-

~was his claim that the various documents--all of them written, accordmg to the
~ theory, .1ong'after the time of the -patriarclzs»mpresént only the thought giattam_
. and ideas of the various periods in which they are alleged to have been written,

and tell us mthing about the actual time of the patriarchs. In tha light of '

archmleg:.cal ﬁismmries it is now mcognimd that thisz attitude is uo longer

of the
tensble, Therefore mmm& pmsantations of the theory assert that'a gmat

_part of the matemal in each of the documents was transmitted ormlly for many

centuries before being incorporated in written form, and that even the latest of
‘the documents contains much mamrial that is yedally early. Thus an important
basis of the Wellhausen idea h,ss yeally baem abmdmeei by its present promoters.
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