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The Facts about J, E, D and P

lmxnng the past 2000 years many a thaory that was not fomoed on fact has

'3gamed wide acceptance but has later been shown to be mthout fommdauon, and

o v cmpletely dlsappeamd One mstance of a theo:c'y that is bemg widely

publlcized today evon though 1t 1acks any factual support is’ the claim that

i "the first fnre books of the Blble mstead of being omgmally wntten as units
in substantmlly the form in Whlch we have them today, came into exlstenoe
w through a prooess of mtexweamg and combnnng sourcos that had prenously

_czrculated separately.

A::cordlng to thls theory the 50~ called J docament was wr:s.t‘ten many
centunes after the events that 1t descrlbes A c:entury or S0 1ater another
docw;nent more or 1ess parallel to the J docmient, was wntten. Aj;'?t,er each had

v&riouﬁs :

c1m11ated separately for a tme someone combined them,’ :mse'l'é
port:.ons of the newer E document: mto the J docunent at appropr:.ate places.

More centurles passed and then ‘che D docmmt was composod purportmg to

| ‘contain Moses' farawell addzesses._ Eventually this ‘was. inserted :mto the latter

' _.'-part of the combined JE document . About the time of the ex1lef a group of prmsts
. composed still another docunant the so called P doc:tment paralleling much of

the: gzound already cmzared by the J and B docunmlts Eventually thls was cut

into large: fandt smali sectlons between whlch s:unllar seczt:.ons of tho other

'dommmnts were inserted. As a zesult 11: is said that the Pentatauch as we know

'- 11: today is composed of mtertwined parts of all these docwnents so t.‘nat we
_-often read a-section of one docunent followed by a section of another, then,

perhaps a verse- or two-of the first, -then two or three versos of the: second-
then perhaps half a verse of the flrst agam then a portlon o‘f the third then

- more of the second and so on.in a comphcated patchwork arrangemont.- According

to many C‘-I’lthS the 11terary mosa.ic thus produced included. not only the books we
know today as Genesm Exodus, Iavitlcus Nunbers and Deutemnmy, but also ‘the

Book of Joshua.
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