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for we know not-when the iord will come. I do not think that these_e;hcrtap
tions to waxch mean that we should be euriously examining all the events
of current history and.studying every minute detail of the Bible in order
to try to find out exactly when He is coming back., That is m mystery
which He has kept in His own hands. I think that it 1s-pore like the case
;aiggfgggzghnsfg. of an officer who is placing soldiers on guard duty, amd
Qﬁ_tella them that the officer of the day wili come to inspect their work
from time to time)and he aays..“Wath, for you don't know when the officer
of the day will come." He doesn't mean, "Keep your eyes open for the com-
ing of the officer of the day., Watch constantly to see if he is cogiﬁg.“
He means, Be on your guard that you don't fall into carelessness. Watch
for the enemy, for you don't know when theé officer will come and check
your work! We should love the return of Christ. Rgnl says that therelis
a crown promised to all those who love His qppearéggé. If we are trul&
His, saved by His bdcod, we are longing that He shall return. We are
ready to seay with the spostle John, "Even,so, Lord Jesus, come quickly,"
We long for His return but we. are watching that our 1lives should be such
that we would be glad to hare.Him come at any moment. Whatever we do, we
are anx1ous that we shall be found active and busy and ready for His com-
ing. "Watch, for in such an hour as ye think not the son of man ghall
come,." John says that everyone that has this hope in him purifies him-
self even as He is pure. The one who believes in the return of Christ
should be diligently in service watching lest the enemy should gain an
aivantage over him, purifying himself in his life, serving the Lord with
the utmost diligence while it is day for the night comes when no men can
work, Whethe} this refers to the coming of the terrific tribulation |
when 1t will be impossidle to carry on satisfactory Christian work or
whether it means the coming of a time when all the wicked shall be removed

from this earth, when for them eternal night shall have begun and it is
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