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Dr. Adolph Harnack who many said was the greatest of theologians Germany had
ever produced was giving a series of public lectures that fall and that this
would be the last series of lectures he was axpect:ed ever to give. It was an
opportunity not to be missed so I signed up for l:hese 1octures.

One time I spoke with Prof. Harnak and he told me that his book THE ESSENTIAL
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MEANING OF CHRISTIANITY-- a book that was translated into ‘;Engiisfhlmdet the title
WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY?—-— had just been tranalated into Islandic, when perhaps the
50th language into which it had been translated 1t expressed the general liberal
view of the lasl: cantury toward Chriatianity. He a‘aid thal: al: one time a k whole

building == depot connected with the railroad had been given over to copies of

this book 8o many thouaands i of :I.t had been x; printed and circulated all over
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the world in many different langeages.
The student who told me about‘. the opportunity of bearing l:hese lectures

by this famoua theologian mentioned a German custom with --of wh:lch I had nol:
nd IO ;
then heard. He said I:hat a peraon was ftee to go into I:he cﬂn clasaroom and
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place his visiting card --fasten his visiting card to a seat with a statemnt of
the particuiar claae I:hat he was going l:o at.tend. Then, he aaid, thet: it would
be uoderstood l:hat in that class this .eeat belonged to the man who had put his
visiting card there. ¥ went along with m a number of other graduates of

other American theolog:l.cal ul-!ner!eo seuﬂ.naries to l:he large room where the
T i
lectures were to be given and we found that it was a room thet would seat several
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hundred people, 311 of whom would sitat small deska such as we had in gramat
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achool when I was a student.. I placed my card on a aeat in the very front row
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and other A:nerican students were seated on both sidea ofme.
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The K subject of our next. series of lect'.ures was the canon of the NT®
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One day I got to clasa and found that the fellows sitting on bor.h sides of me

were not present:. This 1e£t me ral:her isolat:ed at this place :ln the front rowv.
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