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The Origin of the Ydea of Purgatory

The early Christian Chruseh did not believe in purgatéry. The doctrine was
not !an:y established in the Christian Chureh until the time of Gregory thje' Grest
()72 /*P )e In the time before the Coumeil of Wiasea (325 A.D,) there m no
gnttatigu that ean be given teaching that any believerﬁt death enter a gf_‘mc of

mtferi__j_;@s. On the contrary the early Chuweh Fathers speeifdcally sny that i{helhnn

at deatﬁ'eater &t onee irnto ithe pregence of Chrigt in olessedness. Thia wea the
u;mq_:teu of the donfidence of the martyrs whe repeatedly said they desired death
in cmf-' to be with Christ, Not one of that novle throng s=id ihal he desired this
partismlar tyye of death in order to escape purgntory. But merely oecause they saw
death :htita true perapective for the Christian as a gatewny to henvem, they weleoomed
death, '_.‘!'hu. Ignatius in asout 117 A,.D, snys, "It ig netter for me to die in behalf
of Jesus Christ than to reign over all the ends of the earth,,.while I desire to bee
long to God, do not ye give me over to the workd., Suffer rme to ootain pure light,
shen T have gome thither I shall indecd te & men of Gode" (Fristle to the Romang Ch £ 9%
Justin Nartyr in soout 170 A,D, in writing = defenge of ﬁ;p Christians to the Reman
Senate gpeaks similariy of the expegtation of heaven for onll Christiang. In hig

how Srbrcus
“Second Apology," he tellgltne Roman of7icinl Usbiene sondemned a Christiam
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