
The Origin of the Idea of Purgatory

The early Christian Chrus.h did not oelieve in puratèry. The doctrine w-as

not fully established in the itin Church until the time of Gregory the Great

(fT ), m the time efore the Council of Niot (325 A.]).) there are no

quotations that can be gi'ien teaching thit any belleversjit death enter a p2tce of

.uffrin. On the contrtry the early (Th*,*h Fathers 8peeific1ly y that believer.

at dekh enter at once into the presence cf (ret in eiãreui. 1i4 W1 the

explanation of the doafidea., of the martyrs who repeatedly said they desired death

in order to e with Christ. Not one of tt no';l throng that he desired this

ptsir ty;e of 4etth in order to esoispe purtory. it ntriy OeCauie they saw

death in Its true perspective for the Chriatian as a gateway to heave*, they welcomed

death. Thus Iatiu. in out 117 A.]). uye, It t oett'r cr m to the in óehali

of Jsui Christ than to eit over l the ei4s of the earth...whi.e I desire to be

long to God, 4o wit y give me over to the world. Suffer me, t ot tin burt Light,

en I have cone thith.'r I hU jrtet . a n of Uoi, eistle to the Romans Ch TI),

Justin Martyr iT Y!t ] of Vie Christians to the Roman

Senate speaks .iailarLy of te expectation of wen for U1 Chris', lztxis. In his
how (1,6/ci(J

*Second Apology' he tellet Fonn tfi.eil llri-n.e cr.dexed a Christian
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