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4,
prophet is able to predict correctly some future event, his teaching must be
in conformity with the previously declared will of God, or it is to be re-

j ected,

Under this seme head we may notice the purpose of prediction as authen-

ticsting God's represcuntative in advance. The prophets deelared before hand

many deteils of the life of the One whom God was to send to earth. ihen these

© details were fulfilled it could be pointed cut that this was evidence that He

wag actually the promiaegi ones

(2.). 't}'ndar.the gecond head, again prediction aa&ea to authenticate the
messsge. The fulfillment within his own generation or in future generations
of what the prophet predicted served tﬁ authenticate his commands as being
aum frﬁgl Gode

(3 and 4) The promised blessings for obedicnce or punishments attendant
upon disobédieﬁca were in themselves in the nature of prediction. Here
naturally theclement of conditional prediction enters in.é

_(5)_ Here prediction was espécially important snd definitely unconditional,
The prophet!s contemporaries were gulded as to their action in & given situation
iz view of t_ha divine declaration regardiﬁg tﬁa immediute or distant future,

Similarly future generations would receive guidence as to their ections in

pa‘.i"tidiﬁlar situations through the predictions as to what was to happen.
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