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Greek and Latin Literature, 4 Comparative Study. Edited by John Higginbotham,
(London: Methuen & Co, LTD) 1969

Chepter VI Epic Poetry by David Gaunt, pp. 162-194

p. 171 Thgnks to Milmgn Parry and a, B, Lord, we have g good knowledge of
how, over 4 period of several centuries, the Odyssey gnd Iliad were probably —
performed; what we do not know 1s when gnd by whom they were first written
down, Bards have no need of writing, and in face the evidence from Jugo-
slavig suggests that the arrival of writing leqds to the decline and eventuql
extinction of orgl technigues, The peoms themselves do not specifically
refer to writing, . . . We know approximgtely when the Greek world hgain
became litergte, this time using its own version of the Phoenician glphgbet.
There 1s strong evidence for written codes of lpaws in the Greek states by

the mid-seventh century B.C.fz and it would seem thgt, gas writing became
common, so the craft of the /-~ &~ < , or bard, declined, until,perhaps

at Athens under Pisistratus, it became necessary, if the poems were to be
preserved, to institute 5 quite different tycve of performgnce, that given

by rhapsodes.
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