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ALY throwgh the apea 1nterprstez‘a of the Book of Geneala have puzaled over the
great importance attached. by Laba.n and. Rachel to the household. goa.s which she stole.
hy _ahould La‘nan_ have- been so ) exeited zbout the loss of these "tersphim" that ha

wonld hink itn*-:cr"t'h vhile to gather an expedition 'and pursue Jé,coh‘ meny days in o

{ ord.az- to atter_rp'a to got them back? _His exoad,ition hqd to be. very large, for Jax:o'b

' hed a great number of herdsmen 'fith him and. could. have protacted himaelf from an

or.dinary attack. Some mad.ieval comentators-haye suggested that the reason ‘for

-

their great 1mportanca was that they were made of gold. This explanafioh is ziot _
s-:.tisfactory. since we 1earn that when J’ acob al'lwecl ga'ban to aearch his antire -
| Gut?bliﬁhﬂlent he. dj.d. not find them because Rachel was hiding tﬁam underneath her a8
‘ghe sat in her tent (Gen. 311304, 3_:) The amountf of P;old thst cou&d thrus be hidden
would not be aufficiant to pa.v the cost of the expadition which Laban had. to conduct.

Until recent years_ the pro'_blem remained an insoluble mystery.

‘Destructive eritics maintain that this proti_gn‘ was not written by Moses, but

by someone who 1@9& many centuries after the ‘time of Jacob, If this weré_the-case,

i we would expect to find an expl anation of the limor‘tancé ﬁﬁtgihuted to the teraphim,

.since at that 1 ter tima the reason for. ‘L,zeir importmce wou‘!d be as uttle knoun _

to t:he z'eader 2S . it is to neopla touay.

Very recently the solution to this mystery h,as come to 3.ight. A great man.v

Y

clay ta‘ﬁl@ts have b@en excavated =t the tovm of Is‘l'uzi in nartham Mesopotamia in the

; region in which_ I:_a.'ban 15.?@(1 sa_.nd from a@proximgtely_the same period. From them e

learn that éat th'af time the. possessi.on of é‘ man's house.ho'id gbdshy- 1 son—in-law

- was acceptable in,zcourt in that reg’ion as evidence that he had dasignated that 80N~

in—]_.aw a8 heir to all-his-posseasio_ns, This explains vhy Rache‘!. w.s so anxious to

- keep the tersphim, =nd why Laban vas 30 d.etermine_d. if possible.- -to .get them back.

and prevent Jacob from s'aqui'_i_ng'whé.t' was l’eft of his_properﬁy after ;his'.déath,
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