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major orders in a certain relation one to the other--dea con, preist, bxiap bishop,
pope. There is a deep controversy about the sub-descon. I sometimes say rather
humoronsiy, "T-e gnb-deacon is a kind of eccdesiastical hermaphrodite. You don't
know whether he belon~s to the minor orders or to the major orders. You don't
know whether he is a man or a woman." That, of course, is only a matter of
question. There is this hierarchy then., The hierarchy is a dominant baxxx boay
yn the church. That is.rather amisinely exponnded by Mkx Maleamitis, the
celebrated Jesuit commentator. Malcamatis comes to the text., "Blessed are they
which sow beside 211 water, whc lead there the feet of the ox ad the ass,"

and his intere®ting comment, tnteresting because it is p~ivate opinion although
I don't think it has any solld, exegetical foundation, is that the ox represents
the clergy, and the ass the patient laity. Holdine this view of the hierarchy

nn immediéte question =rose. How is the voice of the church to be heard? Two

answe ‘s have been returned. a. The voice of the church is heard in the determination

of co1nsellors. The Homan Church mistakenly accussed that conncils were composed
at all times entirely of b shops. That is, of course, =n historical bilunder.

2 -4 . - :
The Council ~f Sastra, for instance , is a liberal ccuncil ° of ccurse, but in
the Yonncil of Bastra yon are told thzt there were so many »ishops snd two
presbyters for every »ishop. Our Roman Catholic and Aneglo-Catholic ifrienas
try to mecest trat that meant that every bishop had two presoyters, rather
he=vily weighted if he had. So that ristotically welcan ref?diate th-t, but we
sre now lookine at the Roman view., But it soon became apparent that the councils
contradicted one an other. How are we to determine the r-lizhle councils?
Trere is a connecil, for instance, th=at says that any mmmyxx man th=t takes
wp alms shall »e forthwith mxgmmm excomminicated. These agencies srek to
.estroy brothers at the pr-sent time. But the Church of Rome hasn't tola that,
and the whole c¢f Christendom hasn't effected '‘that. How may we uetermine then

the reliable conncils? Here two sucsgestions were made in the early dars. &a.Those

councils that repre-ented the whole Chmrch were to be regarded as anthoritative.
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