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III. Albright's confidence in biblical source materials (pp. 33-47; 153-93;
252-500j .
"Ye car hardly ... be surprised to find archaeological aiscoveries confirm-

ing Israelit~ tradition almost always, as far as they go." (p. 43) ... "As

¢riticul study of the Bible is more and more influenced by the rich new material
trom the ancient Near East we shall sce o steady rise in respect for the histori-
cal significance of now neglected or despised passages and details in the 01d &nd
liew Testaments". (p. 47)

The validity of the Bible narratives as historical documents is bulwerkcd
vy (1.) a knowleug: of the continuing strength of oral tradition in the Orient;
{2) th= modern study of categories of litecrary style; (3.) «n understanding of
the Orientel revorence for the written word, end (4.) en understanding of what

might legitinut2ly be added to & trensmitted tradition. (pp. 33-47)

IV. Albright's viaw of the Mosaic .system (passim)

"It is absurd to deny that lloses was acitually th2 founder of the Isracslite
commonwealth and ths framer of Isracl's roligious system. This fact is emphasized
so unanimously by tradition thet it moy be regarded as absolutely certain."(p.1938)

Mosaism raepresents zn "abrupt break with the past, en evolutionary muta-
tion. ... Mosaism changrd slowly but surcly in the following generations, until
grQQU&l evolution was violently, by the Prophetic movement, with a zeal to
restore primitive Mosaism. It wes pertly successful in elimincting elements
vhich it considered abuses =nd wholly suceessful in restoring Israzelite piety."
(p. 86)

Pp. 197-207 present the slements of Israelite religion which Albright
credits to Moses: Yahweh in o clear-cut and developed concept, the Trsbernacle and
the Ark, arimel sacrifice, ana the apodictic law,

The "decimation of the Canasnites by the Israclites of the Conquest pre-

vented the complete fusion of the two kinared folk which would elmost inevitably
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