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h/17/73 5 Divine Relatiens

I have eften heard it said, Ok achurch is net abuilding. The church is net a
pile efweed and stene. That's net what a church is. " Wiell new that statement
is cerrect and alse quite incerrect. Because the English werd "church" cemes frem
the Greek cherea 7?7 which was the designatien fer a place of
meeting. Our English werd church is Yf¢/ derived frem a werd which means a place
PALYE/ built of stene or of weed where the church WéAf//fkdf/ met. But ef ceurse
that is net what matters te the Christian. What matters is net what is eur English
werd, but what is the Greek werd which this werd attempts te represent. And the
Greek werd is altegether different. The Gk. werd ecclesia Jf better represented in
French than in Eaglish because it is taken right ever inte French -- egglis --
while we teek ever afifff¥ anether Gk. werd inte Fnglish which represents a building.
But weuse it te represent the werd ecclesia. And this werd was used of the citizens
of a Greek town. The people K whem the herald weuld call eut frem their hemes te ceme
te the meeting te decide the impertant things abeut the tewn. They were the ecclesia,
the gathering, the assembly of the town. Se that werd ecclesia is used in the NT &
translated church. And what is achurch in the NT sense? Well the first case where we
find the werd is in Mat. 16 where Jesus said, Upen this reck I will build my church.
What did He mean by that? Did he mean seme particular church in seme particular tewn?
Did He mean aparticular church in Jerusalem? I think it is quite ebvieus that when He
said, Upen this reck I will build my church, net I will build my churches, He wasusing
the term asan indicatien eof ene erganism. One unified thing which weuld be called His
Church.

I was down in Washingten in 1951 as ene of about 100 different peeple whe were in-;
vited by the Government teceme te a cenference oen the Chaplaincy. Abeut LO er L5% ef I
these present --- I guess abeut LOf were Reman Cathelic, maybe 5% Jews, andthe rest
frem varieus Pretestant greups. At ene time I was speaking with ene efthe Reman Cathelics
whe was there -- a head of a scheel semewhere, a Reman Cathelic scheel, and he said
We believe ours #f is the true church. Which de yeu think is the true church? De yeu

think the Bible Presbyterian church is the true church? Well I den't X thinmk the true
church is any particular deneminatien. When Jesus said, I will build my church, He
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