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Chapel Message at Covenant College October 2, 1972

THE EVIDENCE OF FULFILLED PROPHECY

Since it is one of the reàtest prophetic books ever written, the Book of Isaiah

is a good place to begin our discussion of prophecy. Let us start by looking at

Isaiah 41:21-24. here Isaiah presents the Lord's claims as against the idols and the

false gods of the heathen. Speaking directly to these false gods, he says: "Produce

your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob.

Let them bring then forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former

things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or

declare us things for to come. Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we

may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and

behold it together. Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought: an

abomination is he that chooseth you."

Thus the Lord declares that the gods of the heathen do not actually exist, and

challenges them to prove the contrary by giving information about the future. Surely

it is fair to turn the question back to the one who asks it. Can Isaiah's God

predict the future?

I myself have long had a particular interest in one type of future prediction

because of the fact that I like to take long hikes, and am not fond of walking in the

rain. As a result, I often have considerable interest in Philadelphia weather

forecasts.

Some years ago there was a time when I had four days free. I desired to study

on three of these days and to hike on one of them--I did not care which.

On the first day the newspaper forecast said "Rain," so I stayed home. however,

it was a beautiful day.

The next day the,paper again said "Rain," and I stayed home. Again it was a

beautiful day.
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