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to the whole matter of literary study. Religious matters tend to be conservative.
By that I mean to say t.hat there 15 a tendency m all religious areas when ‘a custom

has been adopted there is a tendmcy to hold to 1t even after it 13 km

completely given up in other connections. In the »aw world in gefm-al ZQO years

ago, 150 years ago, those who/giﬁ;d religion had little questionf but what the

Pent.® was true, that it was written by Moses in its entirety, that it was yiomm revealed
by God, that it gave x us true facts. But in the literary field the 'fﬁgﬁer Cri_ticism"
de\réloﬁed. .Anhd it came to. be a vefy power ful féctor in 'ﬂié-géneral literary field. -
And fmm that 1t seeped over mto the rehgmus f1e1d untﬂ ‘say, sixty years amg ago,

a gneat many: of the scholars in the 11terary f1e1d and in the fifeld of rehg:.cn

the 11bera1 s<:holars were convmced of the apphcatlon tlxil to the Pent °

of tlm prmciples whlch wem very mdespread in the general 11terarr f1e1d ‘And nﬂx today
hoe prmc1p1es are held and taught and extended in relat:tm to the B1b1e, f1ve fold as
widely as they were, n;du flfty ‘years ago, maybe twenty fold as w1de1y as they

were f1fty years: ag’o " They are taught as estabhshed fact But in the meantme

the 11terary f1e1d fm from whlch they came has moved away from the-m and thls

moving away has been on the whole a- gradt:al thmg ' You Wlll find very few scholars

in t.he f1e1d of general 11terature who reallze ‘the relat10nsh1p of thelr stud;.es '

m that fleld to the queStmn of the 0 T ° If they want - to kmw somethmg about

the .OT® they w111 simply go to an OT“ scholar and ask him. And they w111

take what he says as the reSult of spec1a112ed study 1n that f1e1d w1thout stoppmg

-to ask the questmn, "Is thls man applymg 11terary prmcxples that are m now

pract:.cally d:l.scardedz/ in the ﬁnhbmx fmld of general 11teramre"" ; And in

the fleld of general lxtemture the tremendous change that has tam place in the

last tlu.rty years 1s realxzed by very, very flw peuple You don't fmd mamz
scholars in the f1e1d of 11teratu~re whc; w111 say, "Oh, ﬁux there s a sweepmg
change th1s that was so w1de1y held then 1s ]ust abandoned now."' 'I‘hey are m not
aware of the change, but it 1s venr easy i to f:.nd emdence of the change. And

a few men: ham expressed themselves very defmltel‘y and clearly about the mah change,

but most have smply made the | sh1ft wu:hout mahzmg tlu:t it has been made.
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