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than we have for many of the later centuries. A completely new

world has arisen from the dust of the pst ages.

That was before a mere indistinct gloom with an occas-

ional figure very slightly known to us here s.nd there, has now become

a of definitely knovm history.

One hundred years ago, we had only one book that claimd

to iire us nuh knov'ledge bs.ck of 500 B.C. That was the Old

Testament. That book gave us an account of events running ba

some thousands of yers before that time. Many sswere men

tioned in the Old Testament which were otherwise completely Un

known to us. Great king and emØrers were referred to in its

pages whose nmes had otherwise completely disapeared. Even

whole nations entered into the pages of the Old Testament which

had otherwise completely vanished from the memory of man.

One or two instances of this would be interesting. As

an instance of a city, we might refer to Nineveh Th aren't city

which is referred to in a number of places in the books of Kings

and in some of the Prophets. In the book of Jonah, N. is referred.

to as a city of three days, a city so large it would take three

days to walk around it. Yet we knew practically nothing of N.

one hundred years ago, side from these few references in the

Bible.




There were naturally those who said that if such a great

city as N. is described as being, had actually existed, we would

have more knowledge of it than the little that we find in the Old

Testament.




In 1842, almost one hundred years ago, a ?renchman

called -"1 r began excavating in a mound near the Tigrs River.

The place where he excavated then was dug into three years later

by Henry a young Englishman who succeeded in finding evidences
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