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Priestly oSchoolse
It is customary ® thimk of the priestly csste as the literary school par

excellence. Eut for Israsel under the monarchy there 1s little of priestly lis
terature except some fectunl materiel from temple archives, The story of
Josish's reformstion is not a priestly but = 'prophetical'! document. In Judah
the priesthood only gradually developed as = political power and never at-
teined the position held in Egypt and Esbylonia.

Prophetical Groups.
In one group uniquely there arose & tradition of story and history, the Pro-

phets. {Note that Ch. refers for authoribies to some nine prophets or seers,
in one case to 'the Seers'). We speak of the 'writing Prophets' (and then at
once question whether Amos wrote - of epurse he used an amanuensis). But long -
before these men were writers interested in the seers asnd prophets, who existe
ed in Israelfrom early days, whether the writers were themselves prophets or
note With the corporate development of the Sona of the Prophets we might ex-
pect some chancellery, which developed a literary traditlion. At all eventis,
'proppetie' litersry composition arose long before the Prophets of the 8th
cent. Thisg literature had 1its earliest fruition in the North.

with the prophet stories compare the oracle stories in lerodotus, them=-
selves independent of pollitiecal control.

Individual writers.
Hebrew historiography aprears to have arisen in private circles. Tie se held ar

independent, often critical attltude towards the crown and hilerarchy. lence at
a2 rule the early historiogrephy i$ unblassed, objective, Often it is the in=-
terest &f the subject metter that engrosses the historian. The development~af'
the intentlonally pragmatic principle, as in the Deuteronomists, is gradual
and late. In the Davidie Court History 1t is questioned whether it comes from
& partisan or an opponent of the dynasty, Vathan or Ablathar.

Independence of the writers of hlstory.
The unique chsracter of the history, especially in the early period, lay in

its being unoffieial, largely in the opposition; it was this condition which

stimulated it to 1ts best. If It came to have a prevallingly religious dlas,
= of moment
E. ,mAfter all the only thing/worth recording in Israel's history was religion.
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