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had a gfeat attraction, patoicula?lz for younger ocholaia, because it
combined a revision.of the previooo theorias tha; oividadltha 2en:ateuco
into interlaced documents with tho iocrééaiogﬁempﬁhaislon evolutionary
ideab. While adopting some of the principal points of the earlier
diviaiva theories, it prasanted 80 completely different an idea of the
order and content of the documents as. actually to weaken the previous

arguments for division of the Pentateuch. Wellhausen 8 viaw did not

- satisfy the older critical scholars, most of_whom'hgld to ths previoua

theories as long as they_lived; bot the ﬁounger acholarsowofo_int;igoéd.
byHWéllhauéen's.ooeory'of the origin_andzdovelooment of the reiigion_of
Isxael. As the older scholaro_paaoed from the.ocgne the Hellhousen theory
became generally-aocepted aoong ooitioa;;-Such brilliano young_scholara

as W. Robertson Smith, T. K.'Chsfoe, and S. R. DriverJlearngd it in
Germany.and 1n:roducad it to Brio;iu, coﬁbining it wiih ﬁioua.ianguage,

such as Wellhausen, whose'atoitugé was completely_ragiooalistic; never

‘used. A few years after W@}lﬁéuéeo wroté his_opock-making book he re-

signed his position as-Profedoor of Thﬂology at the'University of Greifs-
wald and took a lower position in agpothar university. In his letter of
resignation he explained that he had originally become a’ professor of

theology becausa he was interested in the sciantific atudy of the Bible

' but that he had gradually come to realizo that a ptofaasor of theology

also had tho practical task=of preparing paaﬁors for'the Evangelical Church
and he had become convinced that instead of fulfilling this practical task

his taachiug was actually incapacitating his atuﬂents for such work
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