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cqffGCt:toxt of'enciec;'docoments; 1acaow.gener311y called "tsxtual
criticism." Higher Criticism dealt with questions of authorship, dating,
" and unity. Thus the term in itself conveyed no ‘idea of snything harmful
. As the modern sge approached thcre wss much interest 1n the study
of ancient documcnts. Students were thrilled es a new uaiverse seemed
to open before them. The first impulse was to accept snything found in
an sncient msnuscripo as nacessarily true. ‘Then- scholars bcgan to search“ o
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nfot frsuds amoné thssc manysoripts and Higher Criticism becsme a useful

: One of the earlieat successes of the Higher Criticism was tha dis-

S

covery that the so-callod "Donation of Constantine" was not genuine For
Lcenturies tﬁis‘&ocument had been taken as proof,;hat4the firs; Romsn
;empetor who became a Christian had turnad over a laxge paxt of Italy to
the Romsn bishop when he himself movcd to his new capital at Conscanti—
nople. In 1&40 Lorenzo Vclla presented evidence that the 'Dnnntios"
-contains references to historicsl events éhet occurred ssveral centuries
lster than the . time of Constantine and thersfore could“hot be genuine.”uﬁ
;Although thera is considorsble disasroement as to the perpetra;cr cf thc
_efraud and as to his purpoae, there is noﬁ univerasl sgreement abou; 1ts ; -.-.- i ...;
-f:audulent nature.. Seven xears after Vslls announced his discovery, o -
_;Pope Nicholss msde him an spoatolic secretary In the next century, |

:_sftex the Reformation had begun, Luther used Vslla 8 discussion as psrt o
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