- PALESTINE NOTES (ca: 1960) by’_AI_Ia_n _A. M_acRa_e_ :
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.- The thlrd river aﬁ: mportance from the eaet 1s the river S

whlch flows into the Bead Sea about halfway

it

it forms"anﬁamportant boundry in Bibb times.

In-theUpper Jordan Valley one reallzes the 1mportance of
Mt Herman which is vlsible durlng almost its entire length It is not
the hlghest mountain 1n Syrla but because of 1ts form and posrtion 1t..
is, essent1a1 and most lmposing, 1t ss oovered Wlth snow: about nine
- months d? the year and is very beautlful as seen across the Sea of
Galilee,ein aontrast to the hot territory of the Jordan valley proper.
The fourth prlnciple sectlon of Paleetlne is the hlgh region east
of the Jordan river, seen from the mountains of Western Palestlne
it ~appears barren dseerbsbutewhen one enters it one is surprlsed to
find 1t 1ncludes many 1arge and fertlle plalns whidh yeild crops
euperior to almost anythlgg produced in. the Iordan. The northernmost

*ﬁ”ipart & “this great plateau reglon is called Bashan but in modergé,zt'ﬁ

the _ ' . The central Trans Eordan plateeu bearx the name 6 f
Gilead, sodth of the river  i1 '_}f th e nonntry oﬁ_lt d1d not '
belong to Isra ael in Old.Testamnt tlmee but wasthe terrltory of

- Moab. This frans Jordan oountry was flrst passed over by theIsraaelltea
bdh their way to the promised 1and They came up from the w11derness on the.
eastern sxde of the Bead-Sea. Here-at Mount Nebo, Moses-dled, Sode of the
‘tribes were greatly impressed by the fertillty of ths Trans-Jordan country'
which they had conquered under Moses and asked that they might have thelr
possessxons in 1t instead of in Western Palestine. Their requestl were
granted on condltlon that they cross over Jordan and. aesisst in the

conquest of Canaan before-returnrng.u) the terrrtoy which they had selected.
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