'PALESTINE NOTES (ca. 1960) by Allan A. MacRae _
South of Jerusalem the narfowj A '_._oonteih tﬁe towns of Bethlehem and

of Hebron. About fiftenu'mdles eouth of"Hebron.dt slopee}to the Negeb and the - _'i..
eouthern-desert.lﬁwe ueuﬁioned a few;of the defails of.thie-most-impoftant eecodou:?k

et our laet meetlng, later we wzll give agreat deel of ettentlon to the varlous 3

eeetlone of this mmportent reglon. Just now we are. 1nteeeeted in glVlng a clear _;3;%%
ploture BB the outstandzn{'ﬁbémuyggof Palestlne end thelr relatlon to one another{ &

Né now tumn our attentlon to the thlrd great reg10ﬁ~ the area uhloh has-beeu
regardéd as: the most unlque on the eurfaoe of the globe tnzslzs the’ greet rlft Nhlch eepere
ares the oentral mountain renge from the hlgh plateau to the east. It beglns at the
leldlng 11ne between ‘the Lebanon range and Mb. Herman and constantly drops untll

it reaches tge Bead Sea the lowest point of dry 1and to be found anywhere 1n the wooigﬂ :;'

; 2 ; : SE ﬁ:‘: . ..

"~ Then. there ‘is a rise {;'
to the gulf off neoa. e notloe -the great depth of thze sectlon at 1t deepebt p01nt- 2

g
e

How leaving Jerusalem We descended very eteeply for a half 2 mlle of altltude end

reached and then have st;ll ahlf as much ferther to drop B&fd?éﬂﬁk&glﬁtﬁl%ﬁ% ﬁheﬁ
Jordan VEILey is reached at der1oho. Here the pleln 15 fourbeen mlles wnde_ a short

dletenoe southﬂards a further two hundred foot is dropped before the surface of the Bead

 Sea is reaohed.-

. We shall now begln at the nobthern part of thls great oheem and brlefly ekeﬁoh
..some of 1teyor1nclpal features. We . notloed last waek that the Jordan hae three
“%'prdnclple 'souroee. Of these ﬁhe-one at Banzas 13 wegarded by the JeWS as 1ts

startlng poznt. It 15 the hlstorlcal souroe of the Jordan._ Here the water oonstanhiy

a oomes gushmng out of the ground within a short dletanoe of whet wes a dry valley

.jhas become the ecene of a large and gushlng rlver. Probably here'Ezekxal reoe;vad the Vi

e

meterlal background of hlS havlng weter to the ankles?(water to the knees water toﬂ:;g.iff

the hlps and weter over the bead) By thls streem Herod the Great ereoted a temple

_ae.l-lb.ibri.org/Fragﬁ\-entSIGO-P.aléstineNotes/REA_DM_E.Ht_m"' :
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in honor of Ueesar Agustus Phllip the Tatrarohen_ _ed it. and oalled it Ceeeerea

s '”*] Phlllpnqin honor of hlmself and of the emperor..

1s most likely that 1t was 1n thls P

; ﬁ;region thau chriet reeelved the great.donfe331on of_Peter. If that 1s the oaee e

.ﬁg'os 1b1y.hebe been cerrled.out
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