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In verses four tc zine we have o ataterent by the servant dascribing the
wuffering which he is to go thrcugh and tne great jJustification which he is %o
accomplish by it. As we read this passage describing the sufferings of the ser-
vant of the Lordee~a theme wnich has been hardly touched upon thus far--it is
netural to ask whether it ie necescary to consider this pessege ns spoken by the
gervant, or whetnor it can 'u%fmzegé a descyiption of tae sufferings which
Isrsel is undergoing in exile. The ansver te tnlo estion is furnished by verse
five. There the m declares that he has not besn rebellious nor turned avay
from doing the will of God; giving his back to the smitfere he hns voluntarily
undergone the suffering here described. Such a statement is utlerly out of harmony
with the nicture of Israel contained in the previoue chaptars of the book. Israel
was there represented as a servant who is dumb and blind and rebollious. He has been
sent into captivity for his sin; he has failed to Lring any swezt corn to the Lord
or any signs of love, but has turned swey his car and been rebellious. Tor lsrael
then to turn to the Lord and say "I -was not robellious, neither turned away back"
would be utterly inconsistent with the previous chapters. It is inconcelvable that
the same book wouid centain those pictureas and this one. Clearly the picture here
shows not Israsl, but the servant of the lLord taking the place of Israel, and of the
veople of God, anl undergoing in cheir place the suffering wiich they deserve.

This passage begins with the declaration of the wounderful teaching work of
God's servant. God has i-.nd.-aed given %o aim tne tongue of the learnad. ‘e read 1in
the Gospels that people said of Ohrist "Never did men spesk like this Man." He
was able to speak a word in season to the ones who are weary. He said, "Come unto
Me all ye that are weary and hesvy laden and I will give you rest' (Matt. 11:28).

The wvery close relation of the Servant to liis Father is here described. Cod
wakened him morring by morning, wakening His ear %0 hear Cod's wessage. Jesue Him~
salf sald that He spoke not of Himself but that lrhiah. the Tather gave Him was what
He said (John 5:30).

In verse five we have a statement which no other who ever lived except the

Lord Jesus Christ could truly say. "I waa not rebellious neithar turned I away Leclk,!
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