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,: Continusd from the !’obru.n.r'r Issue
¥ Isalsh Forty-nine, continued
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We have noticed that the first part of Isalah forty-nine contains a wonderful

declaration by "the Servant of the Lord" of the work {o which God has called Him.
He recounts the promise that the Lord will sustain Him in the performance of thia
work and will cause its results to extend to the very ends of the world. It is no
wonder that ln verse thirteen the prophet utters an exclamation of great joy over
God's mercy.

In marked contrast to this we now find in verse fourteen that Zica m a
despairing complaint. S5he findsit impeossible to recognize the wonders of the pro-
mises wihich have been given. She saye, "The lord hath forsasken me, and my Lord
hath forgotten me."

The predictions given in our present section gf Isaliah are so astounding and
ovoruh.lningt?eﬁ m%wlﬁﬁg é,f?{ttla. Only grailually ean
it dawn on the hearer exactly what is the full import of thasgronderful nromises
~that—thetord—has—givess The revelations given to Isaial contain a depth of mé'a;-\‘-
ing far beyond what con bte immediatsly zrusned. Nush in them vhich hecomes crystal
clear in the 1lizht of the actual fulfillment in the Yew Testament must have been
extremely difficult for the people who originally heaxrd it to grasp.

In view of this 4t 1s no wonder that Zion should recur to her old complaint
of incredulily and despalr. She fears that everything 1: at an end for her. She
is in bondage, in suffering, in exile far from home.

In Isaiah 49: o:%od answers the complaint of Zion. Before we examine His
answer it is necessary that we note exactly who it is that has made the complaint.
Literally, Zion indicates the southeasterm hill of Jerusalem, on which David's pal-
aeo* was duilt. The tm is often extended to stand for the entire city of Jerusalem.
In the passage before us, however, it is easy to see that the complaint does not re-
present the despalr of a bit of ground, or of the earth and rock which formed the hill

on which David's palace stood. The complainant is not a city, dut a people described
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