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ade about the question, How did it come that the Jews in the time of Christ
accepted exactly these books as uubhoritative? /And the answer to that must be
that there wus a historical process. That 13 to say, something happened. It
stands to reason, that at the death of Jeremiah not all the Jews accepted Jeremiah’
writing as authoritffntive. That stonds to reason, because Xz Jeremiah had enemies
who 8aid he was not a2 true prophet, and who prophesied in many regards very dif-
ferently than he. /nd tlae were pecple in his day who said, Jeremiah is much too
bitter. He 1s much too harsh. He advocates giving the B.byloniane to skuwx

throw over this country, znd that 18 perfectly absurd, we are God's people, and
God can deliver us. We don't keed to say that Nebuchadnexzar is going to come

in and take us over. It 1s perfectly ridiculous. There were people in his day
who said, God has delivered us through the age?, :nd he is going to deliver us
agdin. Andtgal’emmiah is a prophet of doom, he 18 2 hitter man who is frustrated
in his heart, Just because he hasn't gotten the position in the Jewish community
that He'd 1like to have, und therefore he is critical and he 18 not the sort of

man we should follow. And here are these loving prophets, who w.y, Peach, Peace,
these men who are exhorting ue to have good relations wihh all our Jewish leaders,
gand not to condemm some of them the wyy Jeremish Boes, and not to say these
%Jterrlble things that Jeremioch has written about these people, And they are the mer

should follow,and not Jeremiah. ~nd so we can be ahsolutely sure that at
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eremliah's death there were some very very fine people who s8aid that Jeremizah is
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cnot a man to follow, but kkm these other men are men to follow, and we will
étmaaun every scrap of writing that thse other men wrote, dbecause that ig the
gtm word of God. Now we know there musthave been people who took that attitude.
é‘ﬁnd as you read Jeremiah sometimes you feel as if the whole Jewish nation wus
l%agamai: him. Sometimes you get the attitude as you read Is:iah or as you read
SJeremiah that everybody was against them, and 1t 1s doubtless true that at many

times in the course of the careers of those t¥o men, that tremendous overwhelming
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majority, including all the leaders, were agidinst him, and yet the fact remains,
that at the time of Christ, that the Jews said, that Isalah's book was a true
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E!:ommk, Isaiah was a true prophet, and they said, Jeéremizh's book was a true book,
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