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great cooperative undertaking there is always a danger that those who reach their
objectives first will descrt the cthers. Moses rigatly took measures to prevent

this., !MHe assured the petitloners that If they turned away from followlng God

they would hoing great misery o= themselves and on all the people of Tsrael (14-15).

Immediatel » the Toubenitss aad Gadltos replied ilhat thay would be glad to go over
ard taele part in conquering the rest of mte land, legving thair €farmilies in the
walled citinc of Transjordan (106-1%9). Mosze= agreoed to this= (20-24) but made
ebtsolutzly surz that the sromise would te ell renembored. He incisted that it
be colemnly rapeated tuilee (25-27; 31-32) and declared very serlous penalties if
it should be brokeu (23,30). wWhat startling evidence of the weakness and frailty
of lwuman jremissg, that Yoses should insist on théd triple vepetition! Satan is
ever activ:, to tem;t pecple for thelr cwn advantage tc forget thelr promises.
Even 1a dealiog with God's people, it {5 desirable that important agrecmeats be
made explicit and clear,

Yoses gave the laud of Gilead to the petitioners (22,28-29,33). Up to this
polut only Teubten and Gad were mentloned, but aow half the trila of Manasseh
i: also mentioned and verses 32-42 deseridbe the territory which 1t received,
Viether Manaseah had msde a2 request, along with Gad and Reuben, but had not been
mertisnad 1o th2 racord until this pofint, sfnce only rart of a tribe wae involved,
{c not clear. G=d and Reuben rzcelfved territery already conquerad (34-38).
Verses 3% and 41 describe a further concquest by menher~ eof t%e trite of Manasseh.
After the conquest of Canaan, Jeshua thanked the men of the two and a half tribes
for having Tept their promise to Moses, and sent them home with his blessing
(Jcs.xx14,1-6), tut almost immediately théir isclaticn led to misunderstanding

and nez2r war letwees tlhem and tha other Israclites (Jes.xxil.l1-34).
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