http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Syllabi.htm

80

life and any normal activities (19-24; cf. notes on Nu.v.1-4). It was also
necessary to cleanse all the plunder, hoth for ceremonial and for sanitary
reasorns. Uhatever vas not inflammable must be clransed by fire. All of it had
to Y thoroughly waghad (22--78) .

Verecs 75--S4 daseritet the apportiourent of the rlurder. The matbematical
detalls of the syster of division arc interesting and foir to all (27-47).
After the di=tributior 'ad been made, the men wlo had talen part in the expedition,
happy at finding that not one of them had perished 4n the attack on 'ddian, came
to Moses and cffered a further oblatfon, In additfon to the portion of the spoil

that bad already beep designated as belonp in to God (43-54).

X, ™EF A?Pﬂk?IﬁﬂﬂEﬁT OF TRANSJORDAM. oxxxii.l-42

The two tribes of Reuben and Gad notfced that the land which had already been
conquered was remarkably well suited for their large herds of cattle and began to
desire that 1t might be piven to them. Although God had hrought them out of
Egypt and rromised thsm a sharc of the Promised Land they did not see the
desirability of lzaving the choiee of thelr possession in NHis hand but hurriedly
made requeet for vhat suited them (1-5). This brought their descendants into
constant trouble 4n later times. The land thoy asked vas one of the firest
scctions of P-leative, but 1t had a fatal defent—1t lacked natural frontiers,
and was somewvhat 1solated from the rest of the tribes. Time after time In later
conturics the other tribes had to send armles to rescue them from foreign con--
querors (e.g. 1 Sa. xi; 1 ¥i. xxii.3).

Moses was 1wt at all pleased with the action of Reuben and Gad. The conquest
of Copaan vas a tremendous task. Tf these tribes remained behind it might
jeopardize the entire conquest (6-7) and put Israel in a situation comparable

to that which followed the return of the spies at Kadesh-barmea (8-13). In any
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