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be lifted up on the cross, in order that the sins of Hie people might be laid
upon Him (Jn.111.14). Our Loxrd's vreference to this tncident wae particularly
appropriate since He wes streseing not only the objective fact that Fe would
bear the wine of His people (cf. 2 Cor.v.2l), but 2lgo the vital point that a
personal relationship of plecing faith fn Fir ifec nasecssry for ealvation
(cf.esp.Ju.111.15,16 and 36). The Israelite in the wildernsess wae nct benefitaed
by the serpent on the pole unlass he lookad toward 1+ (Nu.wxi.3.,9), Ilazer on
the bragen serpent itself became an obiect of worship, just as ane syibol of God'e
truth can become harmful 1f {t assumes a prirmavv place itself, instead of slmply
pointing us to God and tha various aspects of the truth whieh He hae yrevenlad,
It was tharefora neceasary for the good kinz Mazeiah to Lraak 1t in pieces
(2 Ki.xvi11.4) sinca 4t had becoms a snare and a cause of Tnjury, fastead of a
useful svmbol which would fulfi{ll “ts nurpese of nointing forwvard to the Saviour
who was to come.

g. The march arcound Moab {xxi.10-20)

After going south and east around Edom. the people narched Curthey egst and
north around Moab (11), which was eact of the southarn part of the Dand Sea.
This was a very dry regior, in which the paseing of ava 2 2nall stranm or hrook

was a memorable event (14~15). The book of the wars of the Tord (14}, This was

probably a poetical hook glorifying the acts of God in nrotectings Wis peeple in
the wilderness and ie bringing them safely tovard Canmor, VNothing 18 knowm about
it apart from the allusion here. Perhaps it was vrirtern by Mosoe himself,

Versea 16-18 tell in rathar condansed form of an incident —hilgh avidontls asde
quite an impression upon the people. ¢ would meem tlat, ar the leons trel uas
approaching its end, 2 regpion was entered vher: sater flowed orly z ghort distance
below the surface. ¥Yere the Lord told Moses to pabher tYe pecole togetior Zu

order that He might give them water (16). Imnder Moses' dircevion the leaders of

the tribes proceeded to dig intco the dry earth with thelr staves and soon the water
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