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of the wilderness who did not hesitate to sell food and water for money. The

statements of Noses in Dt.ii.4-9 show that he was extremely careful to avoid

border incidents which might have led to a general conflict with the vase of the

people of either nation.

d. Th. death of Aaron (xx.22-29)

Aaron died near the border of Edam. The Hebrew word translated coast (23)

means simply a border, whether of a body of water or of a section of land. The

sin at )%sribah is cited as the reason why Aaron could not enter the Promised

Lend, sine. he had not been a party to the rebellion at Fadesh. To prevent any

interregnum, Eleasar, hits son, was installed in his place even before his death.

Th. death of Aaron occurred on the first day of the fifth month of the fotteth

year (xxxiii. 38).

a. Victory over Axed (xxi.l-3)

Verse I probably refers to the attack upon the Israelites which had occurred

after the death of the spies nearly thirty-sight years canter (,tv.43). Which

dwelt in the south (1). Bob. nag: sea note on xiii.7, Before the start of the

long march around Edow, ;the defeat was avenged and some of the Canaanite cities

destroyed. lbrmsh (3). See Dt. i.44n.

t" The incident of the brazen serpent (xxi.4-9)

Sin" Edo. aM refused to allow Israel passage through its lend, the congrega-

tion had already begun the long march which would take them south, east, end then

north around the land of Edo. (xx.21-22)

tha of_thIeee (4). See note on xiv. 25. In the course of the march,

renewed murmuring against Cod and against Moses (4-3) led to divine punishment in

the form of a scourge of serpents. Similar scourges occur in the same general

region in modern time. For an account of one, cf. T.E Lawrence, The Seven Lillare

of Wisdom pp. 269-270. When the people cried for help (7), Cod pyovided a means

by which they could be healed (8). Moses mad. a serpent of brass and set ft up on

a pole (9). Elf a men who had bean bitten looked at the bras" serpent on the pole,

he would be healed. Christ used this as a symbol of the tact that He Himself would
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