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¢c. Edom's refusal to sllow passage tarough fte land (xx,14-21)

The Edomites ware descended from Esau, the borther of Jacob. lMoses expacted
thet they would be friendly. Ke did not ask for unrequited assistance, but nerely
that the Israelites be allowed to pass through Fdomite territory on the highway,
promigsing to abstain from injuring any Edomite property or using anything, even
watar, without paying for it {19). However, the king of Bdom was distrustful,
and sant an army to guard his borders (20)., This unbrotherly attitude cast a
dark shadov over future relations betwean the two natlons, and the prophetical
booka of the 0l1d Testament contain many severe denunciations of the Edomites
(e.g. Is.xzxxiv.1-17, note verses 3,6; Ja.x1lix.7-22; Egk.xxv.12-14; xxxv.l-15;
in some of these passages the AV uses Idumea to translata the same hebrew word
waich 15 elsewhere rendered as Edom).

We learm from Jdg.xi.17 that & similar request was sent from Kadesh tc the
king of Moab and that the sane unfavourable answer was received from him as from
the king of Edom. In his farewell address Moses does not mention either of
thesa two requesta but tells of God's commsud that, on account of the ancestral
relationship, the TIsraelites should net injure the Fdomites or the Moabites
{dbt. i1.5,9), but that they should buy food and vater from tham for money. Later
Mosas tells of a similar reguest being sent to Sihon, kiug of Heshbon, and his
words seem to dmply that the IZdomites and the Moabltes had granted hic request
(Dr.11.29). At first sight this would appear to contradict Wu,xx.l4~21 gnd Jdg.
x1,17-18. However, Deutercnony, like Numbers, dascribes a lonz march through the
desart around the territory of both Ydomand “losh, loraswver, Deutcronony does not
say that the Israelites passed through the actual territory of alther natlon, but
merely along its 'coasts' (see note at xx,23 balow). The truth would seea to be
that, chough both Zdom and roah refused passage, and Edom sont a large army to

prevent such passage, in hoth Instancas there were probably settlers on the edge
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