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This passage illustrates the wonderful objectivity of the Bible, 1t shows the
sins and weaknesses, as well ac the strong points, of its barves. Nu.xii.3 contains
a strong but {actual statemcat of Moses' strengeat point, his meekuess; our praseat
passage shows how he sinned at this very polnt. VWe need to be on guard, not only
at our weak peints, Lut alsc &t our stroang pointa, for that is where Saten may
overcone us if we leave tihenm unguarded.

It is easy to undaretand how lack of water would arouse savare dissatisfaction
and complaiut (2-3). Yat, afier all taet thesa psople had seen of the wonderful care
of God, they should have laarned to trust Him fully. It would sezem that Moses and
Aaron felt ehat tue wurmuring of the pecple was now inexcussble snd beyoad ca-

durance. Then the glory of tiz Lord appearcd to them (6). Moses is told to

take the rod...and speak ye uato the rock hefore all the congragation {3). Ne

promised tnat it would give water before their eyes, as nad ocourrad once before
(Ex.xvii),

Next follows one of the saddast passages in tha Bibla (10,11). Moses failed at
his strongest poiat. He let nride get tha baucsy of him. Ya eallad thae people
rebelaw and put himself in ths place of God, forgatting that '+ha wrath of man
worketh not the rigntasusnesa of Gud.' Terhaps he was heconiug woray sut after tha
long seriss of svents which had tried his patience. At any ratef he showed that he
no longer had the endurxance neaded to lead the people into the Promiszed Land. Aarom
and Moses stoed together in this act, and were judged togethar; but it is primarily
Moses with whom we are concaruad, sinca Aaron was neveir in his clasa as a leader,
and had fallan into seriour arror before (nu.xii}. God waickly anncunced ilis
judgment uwpon “oses and Aaron (12). The placa wvhere this strivisy cceurred is naned
Meriban (13). The same name had troen given to Maseah, where a similar aventi had
previously occurred (Ex.xvitl.7). To distinpguish the vwe nlaces, vivleh are a lougz way

apart, this one is sometimes called Meribah-Fadesh (ci. Hu.xxvil.l4d and Dt.xxxi1.31).
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