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this word means fumilies or divisions of the tribes, instead of 1literal thousands.
However, this is obviously not applicable to the censusg, with its totl of 603,550

(see 1.46n.).

VIII. REBELLION AND DISAFFECTION. xi. 1-xii.16

a. Disaffection in the outskirts of the camp (xi.l-3)

After the ideal picture in previous chapters of the divine arrangements for the
care and progress of Israel, and the beautiful narrative of the bteginning of the
journey in chapter x, it is a shock to find rebellion and disaffection in the
camp itself. The Israelites have been rescued from Egypt and constantly see the
pillaxr of cloud and fire, visible proof of Fod's presence with ther; vet we find
disaffection and rebellion breaking out, first in the outskirts of the camp,
next in its midst, and finzlly among the top lraders themselves.

Ivery Churistian leader needrs to be varned net to let hils judpment be affected
by the praise of thiose over vhom Cod has placed him., liuman nature is fickle, and
a man's strongest supporters can suddenly hecome his worst enemiec. Fven the
best of human beings may fall into rcbellion against the Lord. The Christian leader
should learn to place his grust in Cod alone; then he 1111 not be teoo disarpointed
1f those vho should suyport him prove unfaithful. The two chapters are also of
¢reat Interest for thie man of lesser prominence. He should reallize the burdens
and responsibilities which weigh upon those whom God has place in positions of
leadership. lie should not rebel against, them, but should support them faithfully,
unless, of course, they themselves rebel against the Lord.

b. Trouble in the midst of the camp (xi.4-15)

It is easy to understand what happened when the people bhegan to take their eves
awvay frum God. In the journey through the wilderness, memory of deliverance from
the harsh oppression of Egynt tended to become dim, while realization of the loss of

the satisfaction of fleshly appetites enjoyed in Egypt became more vivid. The
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