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spirit has gone to be with the Lord, and the body is no longer something beautiful,
but rather something that is laid aside. This would prevent wrong attitudes toward
the dead.

b. Removal of the guilt of trespass (v.5-10)

Trespass (6). Heb. ma'al. This word implies stealth or secrecy. Cf. its use 1in
verses 12 and 27 below. The law given here presupposes the protion of the permanent
priestly law contianed in Lv. vi,1-7. Full details are not now repeated, hut the
penalties of the law are restated in order to ensure removal of this type of defile-
ment from the camp. A new feature is also added, providing for a special situation
which might occasionally arise. Suppose that the man against whom the trespass has
bgen committed can no longer bYe found and that there 1s no kinsman who would have the
right to receive what is due him. In such a case the trespase and the accompanting
penalties must be paid to the priest, as the Lord's representative., 1In order to avoid
any misunderstanding verses $-10 state plainly that the offerings and other things
glven Lecome the property of the priest,

lere is a lesson for the Christian. Ile should have absolute probity in his
dealings with all men. If he has defrauded and injured others before he was won to
the Lord, it is his duty to make full restitution, as far as possible.

c. The law of jealousy (v.11-31)

1. The cause of the jealousy (v.11-15). This interesting passage deals with a
type of defilement that constitutes a special threat to the peace and progress of the
camp. Two possible conditions are involved. Either a woman has been unfaithful but
there are no witnesses, and her husband is jealous (12-1l4a); or the woman 1s innocent
and the husband is jealous without cause (14b). It is a matter which cannot b e
determined by evidnece. Yet it is necessary that the problem be scttled. Regardless
of whether the woman is guillty or innocent, harm is done by the jealousy itself, and
the resulting suspicion and misunderstanding can easily become a source of grievous

injury to the family and to the entire camp.
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