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the word of God. God says He's goingz to turn things upside down and that

which was the group that cec:zzfxo-he His representatives and seemed to Dbe

His particular pets, and His own people, they are going to be esteemed

as a forest while that which seemed to be outside the pale, the great mass

of the Gentiles outside, is going to be turned into a fruitful field. It

is exactly, as you see, the parallel to what we had in Chapter 7, that

Ahaz is going to be replaced in time by God's own king, @od's own scion of

the Eouse of David, and here we have the nobles of, the leaders of the

Jewish people, who are turnéd away from ngyzlosed their eyes to Him,

they are going to be esteemed as a forest; an outside area, the forest

of Lebanon is going to become a fruittul firld, Mr.---1 (Student)

Perhaps it is a good thing to think along that line that the--it's not a

wilderness, it's a forest. It's not something that is absolutely barren,

but something that is wild, that is uncovered. It is something that is not

cast outside the pale, irredeemable, a destroyed area, but something which

is not the center of the work of God, not the fruitful field which is tilled
fruit is coming

and from which the great/, But the force from which must eventual-

1y be produced but which, for the time bring at least is outside the

is not the main center of His activities, Yes? (Student) Yes. That is,

that from among the Gentiles individuals are to become the leaders of God's

preople, that the center of His blessing, the leadership of His people turns

to the Gentiles, That is an interpretation ot this verse, a very reasonable

interpretation of this verse; I know of no other interpretation of this verse

that is very reasonable, but that is certainly not to be accepted without

looking further into the succeeding verses and seeing whether it works out as

a hypothesis, and that we must do, Mr,=-=1 (Stndent)riggcanpe it was out-

side of the land of Israel., It was the great forest outside the land of Israel

and ‘it would represent the Gentiles, the outside people. Mr.---1 (Student)

Yes., The fruitful field wounld be the arca which is the center of God's work,
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were God's people and that they are again to be a nation born in a day
during
but in the meantime the purpose of their preservation / this age is
to point as a fact of evidence to the truth of Christianity and to the
truth of the God who called them out and who from among them brought His
Son into the world. It was Lord Disraeli, I believe, whd was taunted in
the British parliament with being a Jew and he arose and he said, “While
one~half of the Christian world worships a Jewish teacher and the other
half worships the Jewish mother of the Jewish teacher," he said, "I will
not be offended at being a Jew." Certeinly, what he said is entirely true
and right, but it remains that the Jew is looked down upon, ridiculed,
mistreated, injured and yet remains a force to ne reckoned with, scattered -
here and there through the world like a beacon on the top of a mou ntain
and an ensign on a hill, during this present period. Mr.-—1? Yes, I
would say that from v. 8 on to v. 17 there is a picture of the course of
God's dealings with Israel through the present age, through the times of
the gentiles, you might sgy, which begin with the destruction of Jerusalem
and runs to the end of this age, There is a picture here, certainly not of
that which took place immediateRy bpt of the course on through the future
which included their treatment in exile and their treztment after they re-
turned from exile end it became more intensitied efter the time of Christ
hut was similar to that which had been before and it is introduced with
these words in v. 8, "Go, write it in a tadblet and note it in a book, that
it may be for fie time to come, for ever snd ever," In other words, for a
long period in the future here is this thing which is the fate which God
is decreeing for these who are supposed to be the leaders of His people
but who are trying to use Him instead of seeking to be used by Eim. Of
course, there is anglogy and example of what may happan in a small way to
any of us and yet any of us, if we turn away from God, annthilation and

destruction for our race or our group is the natural thing to expect but

in the case of the Jews there is a terrific destruction but not a complete

destruction. They remain like a beacon on the top of a mountain and an
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Prophets =13-
is the power in v. 12, that that is the cne theme in our prrsent symphony.
Wow of course if you werr entering into a discussion of theology you could
get certain ideas out of this verse, f you were entering into a discussion
of causmogony you could get teachines regszrding creation. Well 211 that
is here incidental t. the one big purpose to show th&t God ispowerrul.  How
abcut v, 131 V. 13 is the knowledze of God, isn't it. that God who could do
all these thinegs didn't need anybody's advice on how to do it. He did it,
He with His great knowledge and Eis sreat power. And how about 141 V., 14
is exclusively knowledge, isn't it? It is showing God's great knowledge.
And how zbout 157 Yes., Now here we learn something about tﬁe nation, They're
like a drop in a bucket and ar- count-d as the small dust of the balance. Well,
of course--why can the nations ce like that? Somebody comes along and he says,
"Whet do we trink of the nowef of Bussia? They've only ecot a few thousand sub-
marines, that's all, of the lat-st type", he szys. "They've never made any
atomic bombs, yet.  All they've got is the knowledge of how to do it and the
greast engineers that they've grabbed in Russia who had the gbility to do it,
rut they haven't actually done it," he s-ys, "Why should anybody worry about
Russial? Well it sonnds silly. It's like the man I heard last week out in
Houghton College. He told about Samal . He said, "Poor Samuel i
His utility empire fell to pieces, he lost the gr-ater p,rt of his property,"
he said, "He was reduced toc the situation where he only had an income of 318,000
a year. Well, in o*her words, when you express somethines which sounas like
on absurdity, the idea is that you are not saying that the naticns are just a
drop in a bucket. They are not. They are tremendously poweriul things, but
they are a drop in the "ucket in comparison with something else. They are a
drop in the bucket in comparison with something el:e and that somethin~ else
in *his place is the power of God, so the thing ‘hat's being said in 15 is not
that the nations are insignificant because they are not. They are tremeﬁaously

powerful, but it is that the nations in comparison with “od are nothing, so

even thcough yon have a beantiful rhetorical form seeming to talk about the nations,
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Prophets - 14—
that God does do something. God makes the faint ones stron-er. God delivers
you, in other woras. Isn't the thought deliv-rance? He sives power to the
taint. It's not God's power that is uncer considerati n, it is in the »ack-
ground, of course. If He didn't have power He couldn't do tris., 3ut that
God rescues you. If y-1 are just zbout to faint and you haven't any might,
there is nothing tlat you can do, Cod lifts you up. It is deliverance, surely.
Mr,---7 Well, of course--that wonld b~ deliverance in a sense, He delivers
them from their present difficulty. It's not merely comfort in the sense of
"Don't feel badly," nhut it's comtort in the sense that God is going to do
something. I feel that deliverance would be right for v. 29. Now, v. 30.
What about 30, Mr,—--1 Mr.---1 Are you too far back to hear me?  Then,
maybe we ought to zive you a seat further np. What is v. 307 (Student) Con-
tinjing deliverance. Yes. From 30 al ne you wouldn't get the idea. Trirty
and 31 zre one sentence and it is pretty hard to divide them, but 30 is present-
ing the contrast with 31 again. Humman power is frail but God delivers His own
and all you get in 30 is that human power is frail. You have to take it in
connection with the next verse, God delivers His own. That is a0t what we
mean here by God's power because we're using the word power i a the senseof
praof that God is powerful rather than with with thc discussion ot what God
does work with power, and so it is deliverance and 30 is introducing that theme,
Now you have gone on this way throuch these seven chapters =nd that tszkes you
through chapter 46, so tomorrow we'll only tske six chapters. With trke prace
tice and experience of this it won't take you so long to run tc the end of 52.
Go to the end of 52 and if in the two hours w ich should be devoted tu prepara-
tion of this, of cou-~se if there any days in which ycn put les:z than 2 hours
you may have some time szhead that &uu conld work lonwer on a particular lesson,
hut otherwise just two hours will undonbtedly take you to the end of 52, giving
these main themes and mark ne on the right anythng that doesn't belong under
that head., Then, if ycu have some time left you may come hack again to the

neginning and mark those things that you have marked a line at the right.
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rést of the world. Well that sort of fear and terror =and despair is exactly
what youn find pictured in this account here. The only difference being that
whether the atomic bomb is any sood to us or not, we do have it, and these
people don't have enything 1like that. So the isles see it and fear, the
very ends of the ~arth are afraid and all coming together =nd people who
ordinarily don't work togzether are forming alliances and making five-power
organi,ations, torgetting some of their petty disputes becanse of their fear
of the greater adversary that is just ~head, and in v. & they helped every one
his neighbor, and every one said to his brother, "Be of good courage." Aand
surely Yo. 6 fits right in with 5, doesn't it? They are all saying, "Let's
work to-ether, Stand torcether, Maybe if we stand to-ether we won't a.1 be
conquered." And what do people do when they decide there's a tremendous enemy

in front ot them? What is one of the first thines they do? Even though

trey sre utterly godless people that don't clalm to believe in any god? (Student)

Iven though you have a president who, as one of his rirst acts in power, is

to do zwey with prohibition and tc introduce drunkenness into the land again,
and even though you have & man like that, when you get a like this you
are go ' ng to call a day of prayer, and they're going to try to make some use
of God for thelir own purpcses, Well, that's what these people do. V. 7.
“hey get busy. Ther want to, they want protection, so they ssay, "All right,
welve got to look to our idols.” So the carpenter encourages the goldsmith,
and they say, "It's ready for soldering", and they tasten it with nails., They
put up a statue of a god, and they ssy, "We'll worship this god and he'll pro-
tect us." And he's trying to show here the picture of the godless who were
faced with a great conqueror, and unsble to dd enything, and calling on gods
that =re no ~ods to protect them in the time of crisis, Just like the people
of Italy todey, the great bulk of whom have lost all confidence inthe worship
of the statue in 3St, Peter's church in Rome, and yet faced with the communist

menace the catholic party have won a majority in the last election, and the
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Roman catholic forces have greater power in Italy tcday thsn they have had
for three hundred yesrs as a result of this election becanse of the greater
te-ror that seems to be in the distznce. And so you go into St. Peter's
church there, as I did last summer, and you see that statue of 3t. Peter where
they lkiss the toes and the toes have been kissed completely off and lzid out
three times, neing stretched out again, =nd now they are so k issed that
there is a left foot with complete toes on it and on the right foot it is
right up to the second Jjoint, and it hasn't any, Jjust from the kissing of
thousands of people as they go into that place and kiss the toes cf that statue,
but in places where the people have no faith in that sort of fhing. faced with
the communist menace a;:/turning: to it and are looking to their idols for help

in the time of trouble, and so he described in v. 7, he says, "

Prophets =16-

TYPED - TICA TYIPXE by Mrs, MacRse. Msy be with series  Prophets =1,
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