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In vergoes nine to eleven the omnisclence ai: God who is able to predict
the future is again stressed es the grest nroof of Flx existence and power and
the clinching argtment for it is oegain Hig prediction of the cdming of Cyrua who
1s to accomplish all of God's purposée for the deliverance of Iarael from sxile.
It is i._nt.oreating to see t-hai in verse olevan Oyrus Ls ealled "a ravenous bird

from the eaet.. the men that executeth my counsel from z far counbry." Vhat a

“contrast to the reference %o Gyrﬁs in Jesalch 41:2 a.s_ #ihe righteous man from the

east." Hoth are plcturos of Cyrus' character. He is the one who is to carry out
the rightcous purposes of God. In God's di*.riné purpuse this is His character. Ia
himself, however, he 4s indeed "a rovenous bird," one who is never satisfled bub
whb is anxious to conquer more end more territory and who thinks that he is con-
quering it for hls own aggrandiazement. How often it 1s trus that the charactors
who strut their 1ittle part wpon the atage of life think that they are carryling
oud their omn purposes and plons when a,ctuuil;r thoy are only doing that which
God has determined to perform through them!

In verses twelve and thirteen there is an oxhortatlon %o those whose hearts
are hardened and who are not ready to believe God's righteous plan. They are
aaaurad'tha?_b God's aslvation will not tarry but thot Hé__ﬁill asocomplish Hia grea$

purposes.

| - Isalah !'oriy—-ﬂmn

_cha.pter' forty~soven ie largely devoted to development of ths theme which was
stressed 1n the first two verses of chapter fortywsiz. Thers we wore told that
Nabo _and. Bel will not be able i deliver Babylbn £rom dastxﬁmtiam Here Babylon
horself is pdcressed under the figure of a woman. This one who is used %o imnoul
livi.ng,- onjoying the fruits of all the nations, iasdescrided—resome—whoia- to be
humbled to the very dust and made to perform monial labors. Yo more is Babylon to
he cgl_led "the lady of kingdoma" fvarsa ﬁvé). 3h3 43 to bo oconcuered and to begome
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