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world which stretch so far beyond our vision sl1 the wonders of the heavens He

w&'{ea and oste.i:-li shedy by //I‘m.

In verse thirteen God declares agein thet Cyrus hac deen raised up by Mim
!of His own righteous purposes and thet He will eontrol all the acticons of this
great world congueror. Cyrus, God pradicts, will let the Israelite captives 20 -~—
not for price nor reward but because this is part of God's plan. In verse foure
feen He declares that We will deliver Tgyot and Bthiepls and Seba to Cyrus in
return for allowing the Israslites to go. We regcall that this had already been
predicted ii lsaiah 4333,

In verse fifteen it is likely that we have the declaration of one who is
troubled. He zays that God is hidden; hs cannot understand the ways of God.

@od answers in what follows. The 140l worshipnars are te be eonfounded. Thay
have no angwer to the problem of life. 1lsrael is tc bo saved and will not de
ashamed world without end. God estobliched the universe with a definite plan
and He is now declering that plan. In verse eightoen ¥e states that He did not
’ar-sata the eorth in order that it might ba. destroved. e formsd 1t to be in-
hebited; He has His own great purposes in all thet oscurs. Although sin seems
to have destroyed the anpearance of God's wonderful orsation, we know that He
will yet restore all things as in the beginning and will establish Ris wondarful
millsnniun upon this earth.

In verse nineteen God says that Fs 414 not ssesi 1n geerst but that Ha has
declared thesa'things openly. FHe 4id not tell the sead of Jacod to seck HWim in
vain but‘Ha is speaking rightecusness and He will open the way for the attsinmant
of His rightaousneu Ly those =ho truly seek HWim, Just how is He to do this?

The full answer 42 not yat given. Te do not vesch it in i%s comnleteness until
w8 come to chapter fifty-three!

In verse twenty, Ood ageln calls upon those who wership an idol to nrovs that

it has any power whatevaer. In contrast to it He dsmonstrates Wis own po#er in
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