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had to do was actually controlled by the Lord dimstly for the purpoae of re-

leasin.g Israal from the Babylonian ceptivity.

Sovereignty of God

Feturally encugh this d.ecia;_'ation of Cod's pn;e_rer in history lesds to re~
newed éiai:lidiéis on God's supremacy and Ct;ntrol An verses five to twelve. 1t is
a remarkable passage for teaching the sovcratgxtﬁ'- bf_ God. In verse seven God
doclaras the falsity of any dualistic idsa oX the univarsé. He is not, 28 held
by some nodera philogsophers, a finite god trying hin m&ﬂt to bring good out
of a disagreeable situation. UNor is He a snirit of good atmgg*ling against a
spirit of ovll, as was held by the later Persian roligicn. God controls all
thingé; e forms the light a.nd.creat.es the darknass; Ma mokes paace and He crsates
ayil, The word %ranslated "evil" here does not mean moral evil, which would make
God the author of sin. I% means ph,vsicdl evll - calamlty or destruction. The
word translated "peace" has a much leorger meaning ia the Hedrew than our Znglish
word “p_e'a;ce." It covers the whole idea of well-belng or fresdon fron troﬁ‘nle.
The wo.rd ‘ha‘re traml-ated "avil" ia the same word.tt}mt 13 nsed in Genesis 4133, 4
for the cows which were thin and scrawny. _ﬁridentl;r no moral factor is involved.
When things that are plea.sént come into our lives we cen .thaxﬂc' God boeause He has
sent them. 'When things that are &isagrapahla'come into our lives we know th‘a;t He
has sent thess also a.nd if we are abj.ldre;: of Hie we kmow thei He has sent them
for His .o'wn good purposes and that they can be means of ‘bless.ing to us if we pee
Eis. haﬁl&. in them. : :

Verses nine and ten ars vcry similax to. Pauls shatemsnt in Romans 9121 a'bont.'
the sovereignty of God. "Shall the olay sa;} to him thot fashioneth 1t, What mokest

thou?" Thi.s great passage about the sun*'amnoy of God ends with a note which elways

arouaes wonder and admiration 1n the mind of one who obsems nature. God is the

oraat_.pr of all things. Our telsscopos pierce tho xreat distances of the celeatial
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