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_ 'Ao perform these things.

This montion of the name of Cyrus not as one newiy introduced but as ona

kﬁom ‘hb the readers, has prosented a great pro‘olém to many astudents of the

Yook of Isalah. His name occurs in this last verse of chspter forty-four and

again in the first verse of chapter forty-five. It ls a striklng lnstance of
prad.icti'gg prophecy that God wowld thus give the name of the king who was to
dsliver the people from the Babylonian power over ons hunmdred years before his
acmal_'-a::pnaré.nca on the scene of history. Destructive critics use it as one '
of _their main a.rgum.anta uged to prove that this part of Isalah was not 'writf‘ep
by the prophet at nll but is a product Iof a later sze. To snyone, however, %ha
belisves in the supernatural there .‘.i no ﬁifﬂénlt}‘ in pdmitting that God mlght
have predicted the exact name of a ruler over a eentbi':y’ before his time,. ‘;';fa do
ﬁot often find this occurring in Seripture and yot this &s not the only instance.
In I Kings 13:2 the name of Josieh king of Judah was predicted three lfmndred.'

. years before his aposarance.

The first three verses of chapter forty-five declare that Cyrus is com--
miasioned of God o conousr many nationss bafors hin Gedimillroven eveén the two
l;a.ved gotes of powerful Babylon. The rizhes hi_clden in secret vlaces by mighty
Ba'by}.onirm kings will be given to himy when thie occurs a1l those vho heve read

* Isaish's prediction will have convincing preof of the power of the God of Israel.

Verse four tells us that all the victories of Cyrus are brought about for the |
nak§ of " Jacob ny servant." Although Cyrus hes not knovm Qod. by name, God bas
namad Cyrus a century before his time and God is brimiing Cyrus into history in
order to fulfill Go&!a.purpoisaa. Thus, the prophoet ﬁsakes the claim that history
1e controlled by God and that God is toéemi@ in 81l that occurs. Ifany events
which appear great and important %o us bumen beings are ®1WtiVely emall in
God's sight. E‘verything in the e'nid.relatan to Go&'.é pm'p-ose for'ﬁia- OWha ‘.'ﬁ.l.ia |

mi ghty cgmiuemr who_&egarded »_Iuré.ol a8 only one o7 many natione with which he
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