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Studies in Isaleh

{continued from the November Issus)
ima Yorty-four to Forty-seven

Ye have noticed that this section of Isalah 48 not arranged az a lgg!.eal
4 scourse prosenting arguments and evidences for -tsao posi unn‘,‘mm—wm
Se—rrovs; 1is structure is mﬁre 1ike that of a symphony with mmn:ﬁng thenos.
D@aliw;. with various emotions which ars in the _ha:&r-ﬁa of the%xﬁ’gfit touches
upon a _thame,giving soma phase of (od's answer o i%; then the gttantion turm .
%o othér_ thanas until the first again éomel to the front and demands to bsdaalt
with aﬁmgl MO,

Outstanding is the idea of the certainty of God's deliverance of His people
Terael from the torrible suffering of the exile into .which they have come. God
is not. bringing them this deliverance simply Yecause they are "pets," bat rathep
because Jerasl 1s His servant through waarﬁa iatends %o perform a great work.
All through these charters we find frequently stressed the theme of the suprp-
nacy and omnipotence of God. Israel ia tempted to doubt this, in view of His
seening inabiliity to protect them from conq;mst ¥y the Babylonians. He, howevar,
declares repeatedly thet He alone is powerful and tho$ other gods do not even
exist. Hs as:erts that Israsl has gone into axile, not shrough any inability
of His to deliver them, tut bscause He chose that they asnould suffer this pusishe
ment for their sins. He often repeats His promise to dnliver them by His own
Band. Most imortant of all, every now and then wo find clesr suggestions tnat
the basic problem of sin will be dealt with Ly the Lord in His own coimlete and /
satisfylag way. /

Chanter forty-f;mr begine with a declaration of the gertzinty of ths fule
filiment of the work which God has committed %o Isrsel His uom.nt;. in ur_ui
one to five we read $hat Jacob nead not fear, for God is going to pour out _Hii
Spirdt uoon the seed of Israel and to bring inte sxistence a great multituds of
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